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AN OVERVIEW OF CHRIS & BRENDA VENTER ‘S PASTORAL MINISTRY
Chris and Brenda both grew up in a reformed tradition. They were born again in 1963
and in 1966 were baptized in the Holy Spirit, and shortly after received the call of God
on their lives, in different locations, not knowing of each other’s existence.
They met in 1968 and after a short courtship were married in Cape Town. Chris
studied at the Bible Institute of South Africa, where he obtained a Diploma in Theology,
and was called to serve as the Director of Youth for Christ in Cape Town. Brenda was
Biblically and doctrinally trained in her local church where she served, gaining practical
experience. It soon became evident that their calling was in pastoring, and was called
by the Assemblies of God, to plant a church in Worcester in Cape Town, Under the
tutorship of Pastor John Bond.
As a pastoral couple they planted several churches and recovered churches that had
leadership difficulties, resulting in growth. In 1983, they planted churches under the
umbrella of the International Federation of Christian Churches (IFCC)and Rhema
Family Churches (RFC).
It was during his role as senior pastor of a church they planted and as a member of the
Executive of IFCC, Chris and Brenda facilitated in the early 1990’s the process of
transition of the IFCC National Leadership to a correct racial representation within
South Africa in the organization. He also facilitated the historical TRC (Truth and
Reconciliation Commission) in East London, with Pastor Ray McCauley, where all
church denominations made their submissions in taking responsibility for their part in
the ‘Apartheid’ regime. He played a significant role in the Eastern Cape assisting with
unrest and tragedies in the run up to the first democratic elections in 1994 by bringing
direction and hope to the communities.
Pastor Ray McCauley, as President of IFCC, called Chris in 1999, to become the
National & International Overseer of IFCC and RFC. Apart from his national
responsibilities, Chris also facilitated as the caretaker pastor for several churches, that
had leadership challenges. Chris and Brenda actively engaged in ministering, in local
churches and in African countries training and equipping Pastors to be effective in their
calling. Chris & Brenda retired from their national and international responsibilities at
the end of 2017.
Presently they are semi-retired but still active in ministry, discipling, mentoring, and
training individually and corporately, whenever they are called upon. The overview of
our ministry serves as a testimony of God’s GOODNESS and FAITHFULNESS, that we
encountered in the years of our ministry.
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Dedication
This booklet is dedicated to all the faithful men and women of God serving as pastors in
the Rhema Family Churches Organisation - “stewards of the household of God.”
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Introduction
Webster’s Dictionary defines the word Integrity as follows: “Up-rightness, Soundness of character,
Moral wholeness.” It also has the following ingredients: Honesty, Entirety, Whole, Completeness, Ethics, Purity –
Opposite = Dishonesty, Corrupt, Wicked, Unfair, Unjust, Unrighteous, Evil.

Root word “Integer = whole” ‘Integrity is to be honest and is an aspect of moral character, that is positive
and virtuous and whole.’ The attributes of integrity include the following qualities: “truthfulness, frankness of
conduct, along with the absence of lying, cheating, corruption, theft, violence and lawlessness.”

This means to follow your moral or ethical convictions and doing the right thing in all
circumstances, even if no one is watching you. It also means you are true to yourself and you
would do nothing to disgrace or dishonour yourself.
These are the qualities that people expect of leaders. As ministers of the Gospel, we have a
responsibility to demonstrate and teach these to those we influence to impact our communities
with a Kingdom lifestyle.
NLT Psa. 119:1-3 Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the Lord. Joyful are those who
obey his laws and search for him with all their hearts. They do not compromise with evil, and they walk only in his
paths.
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As leaders we need to take note of Paul’s testimony.
NEV 2 Cor. 1:12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience (integrity), that we behaved in the world
with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you.

The book of Judges describes the moral and spiritual decay, after Joshua and the elders had
died. This indicate the great role that righteous anointed leadership plays, to have a Kingdom of
heaven perspective.
AMP Judges 2:7 The people served the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who outlived
Joshua, who had seen all the great work of the Lord which He had done for Israel. (Judges 2:10) Also, all [the
people of] that generation were gathered to their fathers [in death]; and another generation arose after them who
did not know (recognize, understand) the Lord, nor even the work which He had done for Israel. (Judges 2:12) …
they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt. They followed other
gods from the gods of the peoples who were around them, and they bowed down to them, and offended and
provoked the Lord to anger.

When a Nation loses its moral compass, they become rudderless, and lose their direction. This
results in a lack of vision, because there is no longer integrity, honesty and moral character.
Vision is a prophetic revelation of God’s plan and will for a nation. When there is no longer the
hearing of the living word of God to have direction and purpose, people become lawless and run
like wild horses. This is appropriately described in Judges 21:25, AMP In those days [when the judges
governed] there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.
ASV Prov. 14:34 Righteousness [moral and spiritual integrity and virtuous character] exalts a nation, But sin is a
disgrace to any people.
ESV Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision (prophetic revelation), the people cast off restraint (runs wild,
lawless); But he that keeps the law, happy is he.

The moral compass should always start in the ‘HOME’, where the Word of God, is lived out and
taught in loving disciplines.
NKJV Prov. 20:7 The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children are blessed after him.

It is also clear that the church at large has been influenced and compromised in its values,
convictions and principles. Leaders in the church need to take responsibility for this as they
have failed to lead because of compromise in the name of tolerance and convenience!
NKJV 2 Tim. 3:1-5 ‘But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving,
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people
turn away!’

Values that have been instilled in people, comes from parents, grandparents, siblings,
colleagues and friends. However, bad habits affect scriptural values and morals. Therefore, it is
important to return to the scriptures by embracing and living the truth. It is evident that parents
and grandparents played an important role in Timothy’s life, impacting his life and ministry.
2 Timothy 1:5 ‘… when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.’

A Personal Testimony: “When I was about two and half years old our neighbours little boy came to
play. He showed me that he had two pennies that he played with. Like children of that age I took the
pennies from him and refused to give them back. The little friend went home crying and told his Mommy
what had happened. The next thing I saw was, he and his Mommy came into our yard. I quickly hid the
pennies in the ground, and went to hide. When the neighbour told my Mom what had happened, my
Mom came looking for me, asking where the pennies were. I responded that I knew nothing about the

pennies! My mom searched my pockets and then went and looked at the spot where we were playing,
and found the pennies.
What happened next, was that I got the hiding of my life. I made such a noise that my father that had
been sleeping as he had worked night shift, pushed his head through the window shouting: ‘do you want
to kill our child?’ My Mom responded: ‘I don’t want to bring a child up that is a thief, lies and land in
prison!’
That was over 70 years ago, and I still remember the incident! Here are some pointers of the lessons I
learned from the incident that instilled a basic value in my life that has lasted a life-time!
1. I hid the money because I knew, it did not belong to me, and I did not want to get into trouble.

Indicating the inherent sinful nature of man without Jesus.
2. No one taught me to lie, but when confronted to own up, I lied about the friend’s money I had

taken from him.
3. This incident taught me, not to take something that did not belong to me, and to respect the

property of others.
4. That lying and stealing had consequences that would be painful and shameful.
5. When erred in the shameful way I did, to take responsibility, for that, by repenting and asking for

forgiveness and experienced forgiveness.

We as parents, grandparents and siblings must instil the basic values that must become part of
our lives, that will make us responsible citizens.
There is a lack of ethics in our communities, affecting basic values, of character and integrity.
To understand this, we need to look at the state of the human conscience!
JESUS CALLS HIS FOLLOWERS TO FOCUS ON THE KINGDOM DYNAMICS OF
INTEGRITY
In the beginning of the ministry of Jesus, He declares the dynamics of the Kingdom of God on
which His followers need to focus. The dynamics of the Kingdom is also known as the
“Constitution and By-laws of the Kingdom of God, or the Sermon on the mount, or the
Beatitudes.” His followers must display ‘HIS Kingdom ATTITUDES’! The purpose is that we give
people a taste of godliness and not losing our purpose. The message of the Gospel must not
become clouded.
MSG Matt. 5:13-16 "Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the Godflavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will
end up in the garbage. "Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the
world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you lightbearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've
put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to
others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.

The followers of Jesus must release the God flavors and light bearers into our world and its
communities. The insights Jesus teaches in Matthew 5:3-12, gives us an understanding of what
it means to release the dynamics of the Kingdom of our Father in heaven; by the “Be-Attitudes.”
This makes integrity simple, practical and meaningful.
1.

POOR: NKJV Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (5:3)
TPT What happiness comes to you when you feel your spiritual poverty! For theirs is the
realm of heaven’s kingdom.

The attitude that we display to be poor in spirit, is one of, I need help, I cannot do it alone! I am
totally incapable; I must depend on Jesus and the Holy Spirit. This assist to have the
appropriate attitude towards people irrespective of who they are. Humility and Dependence is
the Doorway to Victory and Success.
2.

POSTURE: NKJV Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. (5:4) TPT
What delight comes to you when you wait upon the Lord! For you will find what you long
for.

Allow the Holy Spirit to comfort you, as He will heal your hurt, and enable you to bounce back.
To nourish your hurt will destroy you. Presumption causes hurt that wants to blame God and
accuse others for my failures. Come to that moment of decision, “God with your help I will
bounce back!” God’s enablement gives Courage, Calm, Companionship, Compassion and
Commitment.
3.

PLAN: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. (5:5) TPT “I will remain
tender hearted, submitted and adjustable”.

Meekness is not weakness, but strength under control! It is to be God-controlled, accepting
God’s dealings as good, irrespective of the instrument, or situation that he chooses to use.
Great blessing comes to you when gentleness becomes part of your lifestyle, for it allows you to
operate in His peace irrespective of the circumstances.
4.

PASSION FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS: NKJV Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be filled. (5:6) “I don’t want my own way; I really want to do
the right thing”

To be clothed in Christ’s righteousness and not my own, releases an appetite for truth and
justice. This hunger and thirst for righteousness will surround you with fruitfulness.
5.

POSITION OF MERCY NKJV Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. (5:7)
TPT How satisfied you are when you demonstrate tender mercy! For tender mercy will be
demonstrated to you.

Showing Mercy allows me to identify with others. Having encountered God’s mercy and
undeserved favor, makes it easy to show others mercy. (Col. 3:12-14) Amp I am going to treat
others the way I want others to treat me.?
6.

PURITY: NKJV Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. (5:8) TPT I am
going to trust God with a pure heart, not matter what!

Purity is a matter of the heart, because when God has our hearts, He has us. The heart is the
seat of imaginations and thoughts and is associated with our wills and emotions. Therefore, we
need to be careful not to have our hearts “lifted up” or “deceived” or discouraged” or “hardened”.
Our hearts must be characterized by integrity and singleness, as opposed to dishonesty and
doublemindedness. Purity of heart is a matter of pure motives and pure Deeds. What delight
you will experience when your heart is pure! For then your eyes will be open to see more and
more of God.
7.

PEACEMAKER: NKJV Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God.

(5:9) TPT How blessed you are when you make peace! For then you will be recognized as a
true child of God.
Note it does not say a “Peace-lover” or “Peace-keeper.” We all do love peace, but to be a
peace-lover, you never want to get involved when there is conflict. A peacekeeper does not
resolve a conflict but keeps people apart without dealing with the issues.
A “Peace-maker” confronts, corrects, and disciplines - only then peace is restored. It is for this
reason that we need to become bridge-builders! A peacemaker also attempts to prevent a
quarrel, strife, division or war. This is done by using their influence to reconcile opposing
parties. They will not interfere in what is not their business, but lovingly help those who are in a
conflict situation, defusing it and making Spirit-controlled suggestions of peace.
8.

PRAISE NKJV Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for

great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you. (5:10-12)
TPT 10 How enriched you are when you bear the wounds of being persecuted for doing
what is right! For that is when you experience the realm of heaven’s kingdom. 11“How
ecstatic you can be when people insult and persecute you and speak all kinds of cruel
lies about you because of your love for me! 12 So leap for joy—since your heavenly
reward is great. For you are being rejected the same way the prophets were before you
This Beatitude simply demonstrates, that I’ll praise the Lord not matter what!
As a follower of Jesus, I must expect to be persecuted, because whenever you stand for what is
right, it brings reaction from the enemy. Persecution when our lifestyle is wrong, or wrong
attitudes or words that have not been carefully weighed, will not guarantee blessing but wrong
reactions of people.
Praise in the midst of problems and storms turns our eyes from the problem onto the answer
and opens up a faith channel through which God can bless us. We need to be constantly filled
with all the fullness of God in Christ. When we get bumped, the lifestyle and attitudes of Christ
are spills over!
THE FACTOR OF CONSCIENCE OR THE LACK OF IT!
Google gives this definition of the consequence of a lack of conscience: ‘When there is a lack of
conscience in society it will result in lawlessness and anarchy. The conscience is that inner sense of
what is right or wrong in one's conduct or motives, impelling one toward right action. Following the
dictates of conscience means the complexity of ethical and moral principles that controls or inhibits the
actions or thoughts of an individual. It is the motivation deriving logically from ethical or moral principles
that govern a person's thoughts and actions.’

God created mankind with the gift of conscience. This quality, He gave to all mankind; the
ignorant and religious alike. The gift of a conscience is given so that no one has an excuse, in
what is right or wrong.
The cynical humorist HL Mencken wrote about the conscience; ‘Your conscience is the mother-in-law
whose visit seems to have no end!’ It is your conscience that makes it possible for you to know
immediately when you have made a mistake, when you were unreasonable with your spouse and
children. It (conscience) is the finger wagging that makes you apologize. The next time you hear the little
voice of conscience, obey it. Whatever you do, do not ignore this little nagging voice.

It all depends on how mankind responds and apply their conscience, that inner sense of what is
right or wrong.
NKJV Rom. 2:12-16 ‘For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have
sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers
of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these,
although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)
in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.’

Conscience is the factor that clearly indicate where society find itself, in complacency,
tolerance, and mutual consent lacking in ethical values.
Hence, the necessity for leaders in the church to examine their ethics, as it will reveal the
condition of conscience. The church has the power that can reverse, and restore the influence
of true biblical values.
John Hagee: Your conscience is a God given instrument that allows you to determine right from wrong.
Conscience is the light of God saying: ‘This is the way walk in it,’ Conscience is the compass of the soul.
Psalms 25:21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, For I wait for You.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

There can be no integrity without a sensitive conscience between of what is right and wrong!
INTEGRITY IS FED BY YOUR CONSCIENCE!
When there is no conscience it is because there is a lack of ethical and moral values.
NKJV Titus 1:15 ‘To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is
pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled.’

Integrity is a choice that every person must make in responding to the God-given gift of
conscience!
NKJV 2 Timothy 1:3 ‘I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, …’
NKJV 1 Timothy 4:2 ‘… speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,’

The challenge that mankind faces is that if they don’t exercise and respond to their conscience.
It can become seared as with a hot iron! This means that there is no feeling left to the
conscience to respond to that inner voice.
Religion has a measure of conscience because of its moral teaching and views. The Pharisees
judged an immoral women according to their moral code, excluding the male offender.
However, Jesus confront them with true ethics! Jesus demonstrates mercy in the application of
truth. He sends her away by not condemning her, but sending her away with His forgiveness
and a new way of life.
NKJV John 8:9 ‘Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one,
beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the
midst.’

Paul’s relationship with Jesus enabled him to declare confidently that he lived with a pure
conscience every day! This is a challenge to the religious and leaders alike about their
conviction regarding their value system.
NKJV Acts 23:1 ‘Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, I have lived in all
good conscience before God until this day.”’
NKJV Acts 24:16 ‘This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward
God and men.’
NKJV Romans 9:1 ‘I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the
Holy Spirit, …’
NKJV 2 Corinthians 1:12 ‘For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted
ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God,
and more abundantly toward you.’

Paul instructs Leaders how they should walk in the truth. Teach the Word in such a manner, so
that the Word of God is not blasphemed.
NKJV 1 Timothy 3:9 ‘… holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.’
AMP 1 Timothy 3:9 ‘… but upholding and fully understanding the mystery [that is, the true doctrine] of
the [Christian] faith with a clear conscience [resulting from behaviour consistent with spiritual maturity].’
NKJV 2 Corinthians 4:2 ‘But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness
nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to
every man's conscience in the sight of God.’
NKJV 1 Timothy 1:5 ‘Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good
conscience, and from sincere faith, …’
NKJV 1 Timothy 1:19 ‘… having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning
the faith have suffered shipwreck, …’

The only way that we can have a clear sensitive conscience is to be open to the Holy Spirit, who
will convict us to respond accordingly. Even when we have failed, one need to acknowledge,
ask forgiveness and be healed!
NKJV Hebrews 9:14 ‘… how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?’
NKJV Hebrews 10:22 ‘… let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.’

It is important for us as Christians to take an uncompromising stand, in exercising grace and
mercy toward the ignorant.
NKJV 1 Peter 2:19 ‘For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief,
suffering wrongfully.’
NKJV 1 Peter 3:16 ‘… having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who
revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.’

ALL LEVELS OF LEADERSHIP NEEDS TO FRANKLY ASSESS MORAL CONDITION OF
THEIR COMMUNITIES!
Unless we correctly assess the moral and ethical condition of our communities, we will not be
able instruct and demonstrate by lifestyles righteous morals and justice.
The following allegation has been made against the church: ‘the moral condition of a nation is a
reflection of where the Church finds itself!’ The Church should be the moral conscience of
society.
There is a wonderful example in the Song of Deborah, that describes the state of the moral
conditions in our communities. (NKJV) Judges 5:7 ‘Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel, Until I,
Deborah, arose, Arose a mother in Israel.’

The failure of Israel driving out the Canaanites, as they were commanded, they entered their
villages and lived among them, affecting Village life, and the lifestyle of the Israelites. Deborah’s
leadership brought back the basic biblical lifestyles, restoring Village and family life. Mothers
and grandmothers have played such an important role in communities with children, instilling
basic disciplines necessary for godly lifestyles.
Deborah starts her song in (NKJV) Judges 5:2, with a call to leaders: ‘“When leaders lead in Israel,
When the people willingly offer themselves, Bless the Lord!”’ As a Judge, Deborah motivated and
inspired leaders to lead, making the people willing to offer themselves, in restoring godly
lifestyles.
Therefore, we as Christ’s followers need to arise from the ashes of defeat and compromise and
rebuild the ruins and waste places in our families, villages, towns and regions. No darkness can
stand in our way, as the Lord’s glory will arise on us. Let us become the repairer of the
breaches and the restorer of the streets we dwell in.
NKJV Isaiah 60:1-2 ‘Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.
(2) For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise
over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.’
NKJV Isaiah 58:12 ‘Those from among you Shall build the old waste places; You shall raise up the
foundations of many generations; And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of
Streets to Dwell In.’
NKJV Isaiah 61:4 ‘… and they shall rebuild the old ruins, They shall raise up the former desolations,
And they shall repair the ruined cities, The desolations of many generations.’

Let us arise, teach and motivate every level of leadership in our communities, to become
responsible in godly morals.
NKJV 2Tim. 2:2 ‘… what you have heard from me through many witnesses entrust to faithful people
who will be able to teach others as well.

“What foundation are we laying for the next generation?” We need to instill integrity and
character in people’s lives because that will determine righteous and justice legacy.
Those who choose to follow you, want you to be a leader worth following. They will judge you
not so much for where you lead them, but how you lead them. It is important to remember that
those who choose to follow you will expect more from you as a leader, by way of character, than
they expect from themselves!
THE FABRIC OF INTEGRITY IS CHARACTER
Your talent and gifts as a leader has great potential but they cannot take you further than where
your character can sustain you!

Character is not only made in a crisis; it simply get displayed! There will always be authority
figures that will confront you to compromise.
The example of this principle is the story of the gifted and successful Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. Three Jewish boys had every reason to compromise their convictions, to do the
wrong thing.





They held very important positions of prominence.
They mixed with powerful people.
Nebuchadnezzar’s proclamation provoked the Jewish men to compromise their convictions.
They faced the king’s proposition or perish.

Message Daniel 3:15 ‘I'm giving you a second chance—but from now on, when the big band strikes up
you must go to your knees and worship the statue I have made. If you don't worship it, you will be
pitched into a roaring furnace, no questions asked. Who is the god who can rescue you from my power.’

King Nebuchadnezzar’s words echo the claims and threats that every leader faces when his
character is on the line. So it is with each of us at some point along the leadership journey we
will face worrying questions!
What is going to happen to me? Where will I get a job again? Who’s going to trust me? Who’s
going to follow me? How am I going to get back on my feet financially?
Their principles kept them in their ultimate allegiance to their King Jesus in whose hands their
destiny rested. King Jesus is able to deliver us from intimidation and threats of visible kings. He
controls the actions of those who claim to be in control.
Whenever leaders find themselves in a possible compromising situation, in making a decision
we need ask some questions:
What if we knew we could break the rules, change the rules or even ignore the rules and get
away with it?
 What if we knew there would never be any consequences financially or physically, what
would you do?


To lead with character is not about doing the right thing, to avoid consequences; but to do the
right thing because it is the right thing to do! Leaders worth following don’t make the rules. They
recognize and submit to what is right, as right has been defined by God in their hearts.
EVERY LEADER WEARS A VISIBLE AND AN INVISIBLE BADGE!
The visible badge is your position and title and the invisible badge is your moral authority and
function! There should be no discrepancy between your professional and private life. We are
always one decision, one word, one reaction away from damaging what has taken years to
develop.
Moral authority is the credibility you earn by walking your talk. It is the relationship other people
see between what you claim to be and what you really are.

It is worth to consider the outcome the 3 Hebrew men’s decision, not to compromise their
conviction:
 They fulfilled God’s purpose for their lives in the revelation of the fourth man.
 The living proof of who was actually in control.
 They were promoted and honoured as a result of God’s goodness and favour.
Leaders must always begin with the end in mind - Character development always begins with
the end in mind.
 What are the things you want to be remembered for?
 What do your spouse and children think about you?
 What do you want your kids to tell your grandchildren about you?
Make your intentions public by the way you conduct your life! Character is personal, but it’s not
private. How you conduct your personal life in private will display your character in public!
DISCIPLINES, THAT BUILD THE HEART AND ULTIMATELY YOU’RE CHARACTER
FORMING YOU TO BE A PERSON OF INTEGRITY.
1.

The new birth is God’s beginning in forming your character, and continue by building the
foundation of a living relationship with Jesus Christ, that introduces us to His Kingdom and
its values!

2.

Develop your relationship with the Holy Spirit. This will assist you to be sensitive and
obedient to the Word and Will of God.

3.

Living a life of REPENTANCE and FAITH, applying Christ’s cross to your life by living and
demonstrating Christ’s righteousness.

4.

Feeding daily on God’s Word by applying it to your life will keep your conscience vigilant
and pure.

5.

Prayer as a lifestyle that will strengthen your communion with God and people.

6.

Serving qualifies us to minister to others.

7.

Winning the lost will keep your feet on the ground and will give you an eternal inheritance.

8.

Accountability to your spouse and leaders will demonstrate your ultimate accountability to
Christ.

9.

Yield to God in tests, trials and temptations. When you fail and sin run to the cross and
receive God’s forgiveness.

10.

Deal with offences the day of the offence and live transparently and truthfully.

Ultimately, success is defined in terms of who you are and how you treat the people around
you. As a leader preparing the next generation you have been given the ability to shape the
future.
Psa. 119:1-3 TPT You are only truly happy when you walk in total integrity, walking in the light of God’s
word. What joy overwhelms everyone who keeps the ways of God, those who seek Him as their heart’s
passion! They’ll never do what’s wrong but will always choose the paths of the Lord.
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