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AN OVERVIEW OF CHRIS & BRENDA VENTER ‘S PASTORAL MINISTRY

Chris and Brenda both grew up in a reformed tradition. They were born again in 1963 
and in 1966 were baptized in the Holy Spirit, and shortly after received the call of God 
on their lives, in different locations, not knowing of each other’s existence.
 
They met in 1968 and after a short courtship were married in Cape Town.  Chris 
studied at the Bible Institute of South Africa, where he obtained a Diploma in Theology, 
and was called to serve as the Director of Youth for Christ in Cape Town. Brenda was 
Biblically and doctrinally trained in her local church where she served, gaining practical 
experience. It soon became evident that their calling was in pastoring, and was called 
by the Assemblies of God, to plant a church in Worcester in Cape Town, Under the 
tutorship of Pastor John Bond.  
 
As a pastoral couple they planted several churches and recovered churches that had 
leadership difficulties, resulting in growth. In 1983, they planted churches under the 
umbrella of the International Federation of Christian Churches (IFCC)and Rhema 
Family Churches (RFC).
 
It was during his role as senior pastor of a church they planted and as a member of the 
Executive of IFCC, Chris and Brenda facilitated in the early 1990’s the process of 
transition of the IFCC National Leadership to a correct racial representation within 
South Africa in the organization. He also facilitated the historical TRC (Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission) in East London, with Pastor Ray McCauley, where all 
church denominations made their submissions in taking responsibility for their part in 
the ‘Apartheid’ regime.  He played a significant role in the Eastern Cape assisting with 
unrest and tragedies in the run up to the first democratic elections in 1994 by bringing 
direction and hope to the communities.
 
Pastor Ray McCauley, as President of IFCC, called Chris in 1999, to become the 
National & International Overseer of IFCC and RFC. Apart from his national 
responsibilities, Chris also facilitated as the caretaker pastor for several churches, that 
had leadership challenges. Chris and Brenda actively engaged in ministering, in local 
churches and in African countries training and equipping Pastors to be effective in their 
calling. Chris & Brenda retired from their national and international responsibilities at 
the end of 2017.
 
Presently they are semi-retired but still active in ministry, discipling, mentoring, and 
training individually and corporately, whenever they are called upon. The overview of 
our ministry serves as a testimony of God’s GOODNESS and FAITHFULNESS, that we 
encountered in the years of our ministry. 
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Dedication

This booklet is dedicated to all the faithful men and women of God serving as pastors in

the Rhema Family Churches Organisation - “stewards of the household of God.”
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Introduction

Bereavement  and  the  Funeral  Service  offer  a wonderful  opportunity to  demonstrate  God’s
‘GOODNESS,’ by the way you comfort, and care for the flock as the Lord’s shepherd bringing
His kingdom to exhibit Jesus’ presence here on earth.

Psalm 23:1, 4 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want … Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff,
they comfort me.
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THE PASTOR AND LEADER’S ROLE IN MINISTERING TO THE BEREAVED

As ministers  of  Jesus Christ,  our  loving and living  Lord,  we are  privileged to  operate in  a
shepherding role to minister His comfort to those that lost a loved one.  Upon learning of a
death, you need to go immediately to the family as this would show your pastoral care for the
family.

When death occurs in hospital, you as a pastor need to spend a few moments alone with the
family in a private room to pray with them and to give them assurance of God’s love and care.
Remember this is not a time to be talkative as they are grief stricken by death.  Simple words, a
quotation from the scriptures and prayer will be much appreciated.

Be sensitive to the family and their sorrow as Jesus was at the tomb of Lazarus where He wept.
By being there and simply listening and feeling their sorrow will show your care.  

a. COMMUNICATION LINES IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

It is most important to have structures in place in your local church to bring news to you as
pastor when someone has died in the family.  Sometimes, some time goes by before the pastor
is made aware of a death in the congregation.  This can have sad consequences for the family
and the church, as every church must display immense care and compassion for people going
through bereavement.

As pastor make it your business to keep in touch with the family and to make sure when it will
be convenient for you to visit them at home to minister to them as a family! After ministering to
them, make date to come back to finalize the arrangements for the funeral. This will assist them
to think about what they really want to take place at the funeral.

b. COMFORTING THE BEREAVED

DON’T COMPLICATE MATTERS 

To lose a loved one is always emotionally traumatic.  A death makes everyone aware of eternity
and where a loved one has gone, to at death.  It is therefore most important for the pastor to be
available to minister to all who have been affected by the death.  There is no point, as a pastor
to  get  involved in  a  debate or  discussion,  when there could be doubt  about  the deceased
spiritual condition or determining whether the person who died has gone to heaven or hell. The
family has enough to contend with in losing someone near and dear to them.  

DISPLAY CONSIDERATION

The role of the pastor is to be sensitive and available in comforting, encouraging and supporting
the family in whatsoever way that is humanly possible.  The leadership structures must follow
the direction the pastor gives for continuity and comfort.  Churches with “Home Groups” can
fulfil a real caring role in providing practical assistance for the family in meals, transport and
caring for the children.  This must be done very sensitively and members must be careful not to
become overbearing.   Only spend as much time with them as is helpful and when it is time for
leaving excuse yourself.  Make sure the family is aware that you are available at any time for
advice and help. 

Often people have never had to handle a death personally.  It also is a time where people are
bewildered and do not think clearly because of the reality of death.  Sometimes well meaning
friends and family can bring confusion rather than comfort.  As pastor one has to be alert to all
these dynamics and to assist sensitively.

DENYING GRIEF AND MOURNING WILL AFFECT THE BEREAVED TO BE COMFORTED 



Jesus was anointed to heal the broken hearted. (Luke 4:18) As the great Shepherd, Jesus
inspires and empowers us as under shepherds of the flock to heal the broken hearted.

The first public teaching Jesus gave in starting His ministry was to comfort those who were
mourning.   Jesus  said  in  Matthew  5:4 “Blessed  are those  who  mourn,  for  they  shall  be
comforted.”

There can be no comfort from Jesus if there is no mourning. The resurrection of Jesus from the
dead was preceded by His death upon the cross.  There could not be a resurrection if there was
not death on the cross!  

It is therefore in the context of Jesus death upon the cross and His resurrection we are given
hope of eternal life.  This hope enables us to comfort those that mourn.  Sometimes people feel
that they cannot express or show any sadness or emotions but to be strong for the sake of
others.  This is one of the worse kinds of denials that people have and can leave scars upon
people for many years until they allow themselves to mourn and be comforted by Jesus.

Do not discourage people to weep or show grief.  Always focus them on the power and hope of
the gospel.  Even ministering at a funeral one always need to focus on the power of the Gospel
of Christ.  

Acts 10:38 “and no doubt you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the Devil, for God was with him.”

If there is one area that the devil causes havoc and confusion it is when people lose a loved one
through death.  We as pastors have also been anointed to do the works of Jesus by going
everywhere  doing  good and to  heal  people  from the  devil’s  oppression.  There  is  no  other
comfort or answers that people look for outside of the message of the gospel. We as pastors
need to make sure that we help people to find God’s answers and solution in the scriptures.

c. COMPLEXITY IN ARRANGING OF A FUNERAL

A funeral has all kinds of complex issues that need to be considered in arranging the service
and all that accompanies it.  Because of the emotions that are involved in a death one needs to
be highly sensitive in your discussions around the funeral.  It is also important to remember that
people who are grief-stricken often do not think rationally and mostly have not been involved in
the arrangement of a funeral.  

Sometimes a family only wants a memorial service and later a private cremation or burial.  The
pastor must  only seek to  fulfil  the family’s  desires wherever possible  but  at  the same time
render practical advice regarding the service.  A memorial service is a funeral with or without
the coffin and normally a private graveside or cremation as the case may be.

Therefore it is most important for the officiating minister to seek to cover all his bases.  Here are
some pointers that can assist you as a pastor in the most important role you will be playing.

PRESIDING AT A FUNERAL 

A Pastor should never presume that you will be officiating at the funeral.  The family might want
to ask someone else that have been closer or that have known the deceased longer.  As pastor
you should not take exception or feel rejection or disregarded.  Remember it is an emotional
time for the family and decisions are normally made in consultation with other members of the
family that might not be members of your flock.  You as pastor, are there for the family’s comfort
and support without any expectations!



Always discuss this matter with the family and ask them who they would like to conduct the
service.  Often there could be the request that you as pastor preside over the whole meeting
whilst others can participate in the various order of the service.  Normally they could request
that a family member or close friend to bring a tribute.  Discourage not to have to many people
bringing tributes as this can have negative affect on the atmosphere in the service. Request
contact details of those who will be bringing tributes to enable you to communicate with them, of
how much time they have to bring their tribute. Explain to them that are others that are also
bringing tribute of the deceased. It is best to suggest five minutes per tribute, this will give the
liberty allowing the person another minute. Advise them that when their time is up you as pastor
or  the director of  service will  stand up,  and take their  place next  to you,  to  conclude your
thought.

Should they request that another minister officiate the funeral you should still assist in whatever
way you can.  You need to contact the other minister and give him your full support for the
funeral as well as any details you can assist in the service.  

Please make sure that you as their pastor do not give them the slightest resistance or attitude
as  they  are  dealing  with  much  grief.   On  the  contrary  give  them love,  understanding  and
acceptance!

PLANNING OF A FUNERAL

Advise the family to see a funeral director for arrangements regarding the funeral.  The funeral
director must contact you to finalize the day and time for the funeral.
 
You  should  make  suggestions  of  what  normally  takes  place  at  a  funeral  as  they  will  not
necessary know.  This you need to do with great sensitivity without putting pressure on the
family of what they must do.  Also ask them about a favourite scripture that the deceased loved
because this could be an indication for your message at the funeral.  They also have to discuss
and decide on what hymns or songs they would like to sing at the funeral.  Encourage them only
to sing one hymn as singing will affect them emotionally!  It might be helpful to suggest general
some well-known hymns or songs that are suitable. It is most important to stick to well known
hymns or songs as most people that come to the funeral don’t come to your church and would
not know the hymn/songs that you sing in your church.  Should you not have a musician to
accompany the singing, suggest no singing for the funeral. Sometimes they might request for
someone to sing an item during the service or at the graveside.

The family normally decides on who the pall bearers are.  When there is a graveside service
there can be two sets of pall bearers, one for the coffin to be taken from the church to the
hearse and at the cemetery from the hearse to the grave.

Make sure to arrange with a musician for music at the funeral.  You need to make sure that
appropriate  music  is  played  before  the  service  commences  as  well  as  when  the  service
concludes.  Often a well chosen music CD can be utilized for music before the service starts.

When there is a graveside service you must  make sure you have arranged with the traffic
department  for  traffic  inspectors  to  accompany  you  and  to  handle  the  traffic.   In  the
announcements advise motor cars to switch on their lights to help with the procession to the
graveside.

There is normally coffee, tea and refreshments served after the funeral, provided by members
of the congregation.  This is where a “Home group” can play a wonderful role in arranging eats
as well as those who host this most important part of a funeral.  There are many people that
would be travelling distances to attend the funeral and this will be a wonderful time for them to
express their condolences and love to members of the bereaved family.



Give them time to discuss what they as a family would like to see happen at and during the
funeral.  Make a time that you will call on them to make final arrangements for the service. You
may wish to make a final visit, the day before the funeral to pray and encourage them for the
funeral itself.

PRACTICALITIES OF A FUNERAL

The funeral undertaker may have a specific way that he normally arranges the funeral but must
work closely with the minister.  You as the officiating minister have the final say of what you
want to happen at the funeral.  Communicate in consultation with the family clearly with the
undertaker what you want to appear in the commemorative bulletin that is handed out at the
funeral, as well as the number of bulletins.

You need to make sure whether the family would like to have the coffin in the church.  The
coffin is normally brought into the church before the people arrive.  It is never good to have the
coffin open in the church for people for a last time to have a look at the deceased.  Rather
suggest that a time the previous day is utilized by the family and friends at the funeral parlour to
say their last farewells.  To have the coffin open in the church can affect people emotionally
very deeply and can affect the purpose of the service bringing hope, comfort and direction to the
mourners.

The officiating minister should be seated on the platform at least five minutes before the service
starts.  It is the funeral director’s responsibility to lead the immediate family members to their
seats which need to be reserved in the front of the church.  Once they are seated the minister
can walk towards them to shake their hands and give them words of comfort.  The minister
should commence with the service soon after the close relatives are seated.  Encourage the
close members of the family to remain seated during the singing of the hymn/song, as it can
become most emotional for them.

Any announcements must be made clearly for people to understand what will be happening.  In
the  announcements  you  could  invite  people  to  the  time  of  fellowship  and  comfort  over
refreshments with the grieving family. 

When the funeral is concluded the minister call out the names of the pall bearers to respond to
their name and take their positions next to the coffin.  The funeral director helps them to be
positioned next to the coffin.  As the officiating minister come down from the pulpit and walk in
front of the coffin slowly alongside the undertaker with the family to follow to the funeral coach.

A clear understanding on procedure between the funeral director and the officiating minister will
ensure that the service go smoothly.  Once you get outside be sensitive to the family as people
who might not be able to stay afterwards for refreshments and would want to greet the grieving
family.  

PLACE FROM WHERE THE FUNERAL IS CONDUCTED 

Make sure that  the Church or Chapel  that  will  be used is  clean and that  there is  a flower
arrangement.  Pending the weather you need to make sure when it is hot that the venue is
properly aired and when it is cold that is reasonable warmed up.  There is nothing that adds to
nervousness and emotional strain than to be too hot or cold.  It is also always good to have
some ushers available to assist people to their seats as there may be many people that have
never been to your church.  Make sure that there is place for the hearse to park at the entrance.

PREACHING AT A FUNERAL

The preaching of the Word of God at a funeral must be brief and to the point.  It should not
exceed fifteen minutes. Also be careful not to become over-sentimental or over-emotional in



your preaching.  Strive to alleviate rather than increase the family’s sorrow.  For this reason the
minister must take great care in the preparation of his message. 

A message must  focus on Christ  and could occasionally  refer  to  the  deceased to  make it
personal.   When  there  is  no  certainty  of  the  deceased  spiritual  condition  stay  away  from
referring too much, or at all to the person.  When you as a minister did not know the person, do
not try and make out that you knew him, because this could be dangerous in making mistakes
in your assumptions of the individual.  It could also be perceived as being artificial, insincere,
dishonest and hypocritical. 

f. In the event that  the deceased is  a born again Christian,  choose Scriptures that
reflect Christ’s promises to His own.  References to the deceased‘s faith, conversion, and life is
proper, if done in good taste.  Examples in showing the person’s devotion to Christ will comfort
the  family  and be encouraging to  others.   Remember  the  person’s  conversion  is  the  most
powerful truth that you can share. It is not wise to over-eulogize (praise).

g. When the deceased is not born again, select Scriptures emphasizing God’s care and
comfort.  Avoid at all costs being judgemental, either toward the deceased or toward those left
behind. Rather utilize the occasion to clearly expounding the reality, comfort and hope that the
gospel gives those who believe and embraces it.

In ministering with an understanding heart of compassion, a wise pastor can open a door
for Christ in the months following if the person did not make use of the opportunity in the
service to have accepted Christ as Saviour and Lord.  A caring ministry from the church
can  provide  the  opportunity  for  the  church  to  bring  the  whole  family  to  Christ  and
assimilate them into the life of the church.

a. There is the danger and temptation when the deceased is not known by the minister
to portray a closeness that was not really there.  The effect will  be artificial  and unnatural.
However, you could find out about the person to make it more personal, but you must clarify
your information.  It  is more important to focus on the simplicity of the Gospel and Christ’s
approach to death.  Jesus made it possible for us to look differently at death, as it is not merely
an end, but a beginning!

b. The minister must make sure that  the message is uncomplicated and contains the
elements of courage, comfort, challenge and commitment to Christ.  His message should
captivate the hearers and motivate them to embrace the truth for  themselves.   Remember
personal prayer and communion with God will prepare you to be God’s spokesman radiating the
power and beauty of Christ.

POTENTIAL POSSIBILITIES OF A FUNERAL

The potential of funerals is very great as people will come to a funeral at your church that would
other wise never have attended any other service at your church.

a. Funerals are wonderful harvest events as people are most vulnerable and shaken
by the fact of a loved one that has passed away.   A sensitive well  prepared pastor will
minister tastefully the Good news in such a way that no one will be offended because of the
attitude of humility and compassion displayed. 

b. A question pastors struggle with is whether to make a salvation appeal or not?
The family could be sensitive about something like this as they are the ones to make such a
decision.  There are also other family members that could be involved with the decision making
of the funeral arrangements that might not be used to appeals. However, when you approach
the family before hand with a request that you would like to make an appeal, you will find that
they will be very open to such a request.  Especially, when you explain to them the wonderful



opportunity that a funeral presents, for people to meet Christ.  Assure the family that you will
make the appeal very tasteful, discerning and attractive.  

c. In whatever way you make the appeal do not call people to the front to be taken to be
counselled.  Rather ask them in having raised their hands and prayed the sinner’s prayer to tell
the family members of their decision to follow Christ as this would be the greatest way they can
comfort the family.  Also tell  them you will be available at the serving of the coffee and tea
should they want to talk to you.

You will be amazed at how much comfort this testimony brings to the family and they
normally remember the people that spoke to them, whom you can then follow up! The
potential of people getting saved at a funeral is good, but greater still is the follow up of
families that can bring whole families and relatives into the church.

Heb 9:27 ”And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,”

PROGRAM OF A FUNERAL

ORDER OF SERVICE

2. Prelude of special music 

3. Welcome everybody on behalf of family

4. Appropriate Scripture Reading

5. Prayer

6. Condolences

7. Announcements

8. Hymn/Song/Item

9. Tribute

10. Message

11. Prayer and Appeal for salvation

12. Expressing Thanks on behalf of the family

13. Pall Bearers names

14. Committal and Prayer and Benediction

15. Lead the procession out of Church

16. Proceed to Graveside



PROMISING SCRIPTURE READINGS

Select some of these scriptures for reading at the funeral.  Only the scriptures give hope and
purpose to those who remain behind.  It is of utmost importance to link people to God’s Word as
their  only  source  of  hope  and  trust.   Often  people  resort  to  other  means  for  comfort  like
mediums etc.  Focus people on Jesus the resurrection and the life!

GOD’S COMFORTING HIS PEOPLE

Psalm 23:1-6 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me
in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.  4  Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your
staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.

Psalm 46:1-11 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore
we will  not fear,  Even though the earth be removed,  And though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea;  3  Though its waters roar  and be troubled,  Though the
mountains shake with its swelling. Selah  4 There is a river whose streams shall make
glad the city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High. 5  God is in the
midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. 6 The

nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 7The
LORD of hosts  is with us; The God of Jacob  is our refuge. Selah  8  Come, behold the
works of the LORD, Who has made desolations in the earth. 9  He makes wars cease to
the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariot
in the fire.10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth!  11  The  LORD of hosts  is with us; The God of Jacob  is our refuge.
Selah

Psalm 103:1-18 Bless the  LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me,  bless His holy
name! 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 3Who forgives all your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,  4Who redeems your life from destruction, Who
crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 5Who satisfies your mouth with good
things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 6 The  LORD executes
righteousness And justice for  all  who are oppressed.  7  He made known His ways to
Moses, His acts to the children of Israel.  8The  LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to
anger, and abounding in mercy. 9He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep His
anger forever.  10He  has  not  dealt  with  us  according  to  our  sins,  Nor  punished  us
according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, So great is His
mercy toward those who fear Him; 12As far as the east is from the west,  So far has He
removed our transgressions from us. 13As a father pities his children, So the LORD pities
those who fear Him.14 For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. 15 As for
man, his days  are like grass; As a flower of the field, so he flourishes.  16  For the wind
passes over it, and it is gone, And its place remembers it no more. 17But the mercy of the
LORD is from everlasting to everlasting On those who fear Him, And His righteousness to
children’s children,  18To such as keep His covenant, And to those who remember His
commandments to do them. 19The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His
kingdom rules over all. 20Bless the LORD, you His angels, Who excel in strength, who do
His word,  Heeding the voice of  His word.  21  Bless the  LORD, all  you His hosts,  You
ministers of His, who do His pleasure. 22 Bless the LORD, all His works, In all places of His
dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!

Isaiah 40:28-31 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the
LORD, The  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  Neither  faints  nor  is  weary.  His



understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no
might He increases strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young
men shall utterly fall, 31 But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk
and not faint.

John 11:25,26  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. 26“And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do
you believe this?”

John 14:1-6 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2“In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if  it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. 3“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4“And where I go you know, and the way you
know.” 5Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.

Romans 8:28-32 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those  who  are  the  called  according  to  His purpose.  29For  whom  He  foreknew,  He  also
predestined  to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among
many brethren. 30Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these
He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  31What then shall we say to
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written: “For Your sake we
are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37Yet in all these things we
are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38For I am persuaded that neither death
nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,  39nor
height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Corinthians 1: 3-7 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted
by God. 5For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through
Christ.  6Now if we are afflicted,  it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective for
enduring  the  same  sufferings  which  we  also  suffer.  Or  if  we  are  comforted,  it is for  your
consolation and salvation. 7And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are
partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.

1 Peter 5:6-11 6Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt
you in due time,  7casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  8Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
9Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world. 10But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11To
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
 
Rev 7:15-17 15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His
temple. And He who sits on the throne will  dwell among them.  16“They shall neither hunger
anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17“for the Lamb who is
in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



Rev 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord from now on.’ ”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and
their works follow them.”

Rev 22:1-5 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the
throne of God and of the Lamb. 2In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was
the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4They shall see His face,
and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5There shall be no night there: They need no lamp
nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

BREVITY OF LIFE

Job 1:21-22 20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the ground
and worshiped.  21And he said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I
return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the name of the
LORD.” 22 In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.

Psalm 39:4,5 “LORD, make me to know my end, And what is the measure of my days,
That I may know how frail I am. 5 Indeed, You have made my days as handbreadths, And
my age is as nothing before You; Certainly every man at his best state is but vapor. 

Psalm 89:48 What man can live and not see death? Can he deliver his life from the
power of the grave? 

Psalm 90:1-17 1 LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the
mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even
from everlasting to everlasting, You  are God.  3  You turn man to destruction, And say,
“Return, O children of men.” 4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when
it is past, And like a watch in the night. 5You carry them away like a flood; They are like a
sleep. In the morning they are like grass which grows up:  6  In the morning it flourishes
and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and withers. 7 For we have been consumed
by Your anger, And by Your wrath we are terrified.  8  You have set our iniquities before
You, Our secret  sins in the light of Your countenance.  9  For all our days have passed
away in Your wrath; We finish our years like a sigh.  10  The days of our lives are seventy
years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and
sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 11  Who knows the power of Your anger?
For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.12 So teach us to number our days, That we may
gain a heart of wisdom.  13  Return, O  LORD! How long? And have compassion on Your
servants. 14 Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, That we may rejoice and be glad all our
days! 15 Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us, The years in
which we have seen evil.  16  Let Your work appear to Your servants, And Your glory to
their children. 17  And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, And establish the
work of our hands for us; 

Ephesians  5:15,16 15See  then  that  you  walk  circumspectly,  not  as  fools  but  as  wise,
16redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is.

Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.

THE RESURRECTION

John 5:24-29 Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from



death into life. 25“Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 26“For as the Father has life
in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 27“and has given Him authority to
execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 28“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is
coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29“and come forth—those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil,  to the resurrection of
condemnation.

John 11:25, 26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. 26“And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do
you believe this?” 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of
those  who  have  fallen  asleep.  21For  since  by  man  came death,  by  Man  also  came the
resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23But
each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.
24Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end
to all rule and all authority and power. 25For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His
feet. 26The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

1  Corinthians  15:50-58 Now this  I  say,  brethren,  that  flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. 53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
54So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then
shall  be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”  55  “O
Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 56The sting of death is sin, and the
strength of sin  is the law.  57But thanks  be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
 
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this we groan,
earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,  3if  indeed, having
been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened,
not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up
by life. 5Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit
as a guarantee. 6So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we
are absent from the Lord.  7For we walk by faith,  not by sight.  8We are confident,  yes, well
pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
9Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15For this we
say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first.  17Then we who are alive  and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
18Therefore comfort one another with these words.



Revelation 1:17,18 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But Jesus laid His right hand
on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18“I am He who lives, and
was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of
Death.

Revelation 7:15-17 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night
in His temple. And He who sits  on the throne will  dwell  among them.  16“They shall  neither
hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17“for the Lamb
who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

Revelation 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed  are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their
labors, and their works follow them.”

Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12And I saw the
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the
things which were written in the books. 13The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death
and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according
to his works. 14Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
15And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 22:1-5 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2In the middle of its street, and on either side of the
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3And there shall be no more curse, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4They shall see
His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5There shall be no night there: They need
no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and
ever.

PARTICULAR TYPES OF SERVICES

d. CREMATION SERVICE

It is important to remember that Crematoriums are cold and clinical places. As a pastor make
sure you have an organist that can provide a warm and comforting atmosphere for the service.
Cremation services are normally not longer than a half an hour, unless special arrangements
have been made. It is for this reason that you need to have your program finely tuned to bring
hope, comfort and purpose to the mourners.

e. COMMITAL / GRAVESIDE SERVICE

Graveside services are always emotional and not easy.  Therefore the pastor should not have a
long drawn-out service but rather one that is short and to the point.  This is the place where
family and friends say their last fare-wells.  If possible refrain from singing unless you have
someone that can lead and keep the note.  Sometimes someone can spontaneously start a
hymn or song that could be very meaningful and comforting.



ORDER OF SERVICE

At the cemetery, the minister leads the procession slowly as the pallbearers follow with the
coffin and lowers it onto the grave and then takes his place at the head of the grave.  The
minister then encourages the family and friends to gather around the grave.

The coffin is lowered whilst you are reading some of the scriptures of your choice. It is important
that you communicate this before hand to the funeral director to enable him to facilitate the
lowering of the coffin at the correct time.

SCRIPTURE READING: 

Psalm 27:1 The LORD  is my light and my salvation; Whom shall  I  fear? The LORD  is the
strength of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid? (4)  One thing I have desired of the LORD, That
will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To behold the
beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. (NKJV)

Or

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15For this we
say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead
in Christ will rise first.  17Then we who are alive  and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
18Therefore comfort one another with these words. (NKJV)

Or

Rev 21:1  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away. Also there was no more sea. (2)  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (3)  And I
heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.
(4)  And God will  wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall  be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." (5)
Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write,
for these words are true and faithful." (6)  And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him
who thirsts. (7)  He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be
My son.

COMMITTAL:

We have gathered here to commit, to rest the body of our loved one and friend.  The wonderful
memories of (Persons name) ……………will serve as a source of comfort and strength in days
to come. Let us cherish the memories that come to us and let each of us here purpose to seek
the Lord with all our hearts and respond to the opportunities He brings our way to come into a
relationship with Jesus Christ.

The minister takes soil in his hand to pour onto the coffin as he says: Forasmuch as it has
pleased  the  Lord  God  Almighty  to  take  to  Himself  the  soul  of  (brother/sister/person)
………………, we bear his/her body to the place prepared for it; that ashes may return to ashes,



and dust to dust, and the spirit, that has been released from this body may be forever with the
Lord.  

PRAYER OF COMFORT & BENEDICTION:

Father, we gather in this solemn place to remember the life and mourn the death of this loved
one.  We ask that You would comfort each family member and friend.  May they turn to your
Word for comfort, be encouraged through happy memories, and purpose in their hearts to seek
You while you may be found.

“And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen

Following the benediction the minister gives the family the opportunity to throw soil or flowers on
the coffin and then proceeds to shake the hands of immediate family members. The minister
then steps aside and just lingers in observing should there be any one that needs assistance.

f. CULTURAL MATTERS OF FUNERALS 

Our churches today consist of people from different cultural backgrounds and for this reason
one has to be respectful and sensitive.  One can utilize virtually anything to the advantage of the
gospel.  Some members of the congregation have nightly “watch” or “vigil” meetings preceding
the funeral.  A night vigil meeting should not exceed 75 minutes an evening. This is a wonderful
opportunity  for  the  Zone  pastor,  leaders  and  Home  Cell  leader  ministering  at  the  nightly
meetings as well as involving the other levels of leaders to also taking a turn to minister.  Utilize
the cultural issues to the advantage of the Gospel.

NIGHT VIGIL MEETING

ORDER OF SERVICE

a. Opening Prayer

b. Singing

c. Welcome and comments about procedures

d. Singing

e. Short word of exhortation

f. Singing

g. Exhortation from other ministers or leaders

h. Exhortations from Congregation

i. Benediction

g. CATERING FOR A FUNERAL

There is also the matter of catering for a funeral.  The custom differs from funeral to funeral as
the culture determines.  However, it is important for the minister to advise families to be careful
not to  incur debts that they cannot afford to pay  due to going overboard with the catering. In
some areas the culture determines everyone in the village to attend every funeral and to make a
financial contribution toward the funeral and the family of the deceased.



UNVEILING OF TOMBSTONE

This  Practice  is  to  set  a  memorial  symbol  for  the  deceased by  members  of  the  family  or
community.  It is done in memory of the deceased, to recollect how the deceased has touched
the lives of those who were close to him/her.  The tombstone is just to be seen as a memorial
for future generations to know where their beloved relative lays buried.  This is  to be  just a
memorial symbol, not a place of worship for the living to communicate with their ancestors.  As
Christians we believe that we have one mediator between God and man, Jesus Christ alone. 

1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus, (6)  who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,

Often the tombstone is only unveiled later and the pastor is requested to do the unveiling.
Again utilize this opportunity to comfort and as an opportunity to minister the gospel.  Keep the
people’s focus on the Word of God and upon Jesus Christ. Keep the service simple and brief. A
discerning pastor will meet with the family the day before, for them to inform him of who the
people are that will be participating in the unveiling.  The pastor also needs to set a time limit for
the people that will be speaking at the unveiling as the pastor must direct the proceedings with
sensitivity and purpose.

UNVEILING OF TOMBSTONE

ORDER OF SERVICE

1. Opening Prayer

2. Brief on purpose of service: Family Representative

3. Speeches: Neighbour / Friend / Church

4. Word of exhortation

5. Prayer 

6. Departure for Graveside

7. Graveside

8. Dedication Prayer

Lord this family marks this place as burial ground of their beloved. In memory of their loved one,
having been a gift from You to them.  Their hearts are full of thanksgiving that you purposed that
he/she should be born through their family. They want to thank You for his/her life that has
touched them positively through their unique personality, talents, attitudes, faith and exemplary
behaviour.  May his/her legacy of goodness and faith continue to impact them for Your glory,
because you are the God of the living.

Mat 22:31  But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to
you by God, saying, (32)  'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE
GOD OF JACOB' ? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living."

a. Unveiling of the Tombstone: Family Representative

b. Reading of Tombstone: Family Representative

c. Brief History of Family Tree of Deceased: Family Representative

d. Vote of thanks: Family Representative

e. Benediction
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