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AN OVERVIEW OF CHRIS & BRENDA VENTER ‘S PASTORAL MINISTRY
Chris and Brenda both grew up in a reformed tradition. They were born again in 1963
and in 1966 were baptized in the Holy Spirit, and shortly after received the call of God
on their lives, in different locations, not knowing of each other’s existence.
They met in 1968 and after a short courtship were married in Cape Town. Chris
studied at the Bible Institute of South Africa, where he obtained a Diploma in Theology,
and was called to serve as the Director of Youth for Christ in Cape Town. Brenda was
Biblically and doctrinally trained in her local church where she served, gaining practical
experience. It soon became evident that their calling was in pastoring, and was called
by the Assemblies of God, to plant a church in Worcester in Cape Town, Under the
tutorship of Pastor John Bond.
As a pastoral couple they planted several churches and recovered churches that had
leadership difficulties, resulting in growth. In 1983, they planted churches under the
umbrella of the International Federation of Christian Churches (IFCC)and Rhema
Family Churches (RFC).
It was during his role as senior pastor of a church they planted and as a member of the
Executive of IFCC, Chris and Brenda facilitated in the early 1990’s the process of
transition of the IFCC National Leadership to a correct racial representation within
South Africa in the organization. He also facilitated the historical TRC (Truth and
Reconciliation Commission) in East London, with Pastor Ray McCauley, where all
church denominations made their submissions in taking responsibility for their part in
the ‘Apartheid’ regime. He played a significant role in the Eastern Cape assisting with
unrest and tragedies in the run up to the first democratic elections in 1994 by bringing
direction and hope to the communities.
Pastor Ray McCauley, as President of IFCC, called Chris in 1999, to become the
National & International Overseer of IFCC and RFC. Apart from his national
responsibilities, Chris also facilitated as the caretaker pastor for several churches, that
had leadership challenges. Chris and Brenda actively engaged in ministering, in local
churches and in African countries training and equipping Pastors to be effective in their
calling. Chris & Brenda retired from their national and international responsibilities at
the end of 2017.
Presently they are semi-retired but still active in ministry, discipling, mentoring, and
training individually and corporately, whenever they are called upon. The overview of
our ministry serves as a testimony of God’s GOODNESS and FAITHFULNESS, that we
encountered in the years of our ministry.
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Dedication
This booklet is dedicated to all the faithful men and women of God serving as pastors in
the Rhema Family Churches Organisation - “stewards of the household of God.”
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Introduction
There has been a lot of controversy about christening of babies in different Church circles. The
reason for this is that in these circles christening is seen as baptism! However, baptism by
significance and definition is to be immersed with a specific meaning to the practice of baptism.
Unfortunately this has brought uncertainty and a minimizing to the practice of child dedication.
It is for this reason we need to carefully examine the scriptures whether child dedication is the
institution of man or that we should with confidence implement this practice?
A good principle to apply is always going back to how Jesus views this practice as He is our
example and authority.
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THE PRACTISE OF CHILD DEDICATION
Mat 19:13 Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and
pray, but the disciples rebuked them. (14) But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me,
and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven." (15) And He laid His hands on
them and departed from there. Other accounts of the same incident can be found in Mark
10:13-16; Luke 19:15-17.
1. THE CONTEXT OF CHRIST’S BLESSING ON CHILDREN DEDICATED
It is most significant to see the background in both Matthew and Mark’s gospels that led the
parents to bring their children to Christ for Him to lay His hands on them, pray and bless them.
This event took place when the religious leaders asked Jesus the controversial question
whether a man can divorce his wife for any reason. In Jesus response he establishes the truth
that God’s intention from the beginning (reference to Genesis 2) was far greater for marriage
than that what man has made it to be, because of the hardness of man’s heart. It is because of
the hardness of hearts that people divorce but this was not the intention that God had for
marriage from the beginning!
In Christ’s response He establishes God’s blue-print for marriage and family life. For children to
grow up in the fear of God they need to be trained by their parents in a godly example that they
need to set.
For children to grow up normally and naturally they need both a father and a mother with all the
other support groups like grandparents and other family to assist in the growing up of the
children.
Unfortunately we are living in a fallen world with people with sinful natures and there are so
many children that grow up with single parents and in some cases in foster homes. It is for this
reason that it is so important for us to make sure that children know that they are not a mistake
and that they are special, and that God has a wonderful plan for their lives.
This makes “baby dedication” more important as the children need to be linked to the Lord the
church and the scriptures.
As we return to our text to see the desire the parents revealed in bringing their children to
Jesus. Notice the response of the disciples when they rebuke the parents and chased them
away when they try to bring their children to be blessed by Jesus. But Jesus stops them and
expresses how He views the children. Our attitude towards children and child dedication is often
like those of the disciples when we make out that other “things” are more important.
A healthy Church is a Church that recognizes the importance of “healthy family life,” and that
children are the next generation. God is a God of generations that challenges to recognise the
importance of affecting the next generation positively with the gospel!
Many churches consist mostly of elderly people and very few if any teens and young people.
This means that that Church is sick because it has not affected the next generation.
2. THE CONFIRMATION OF CHILD DEDICATION
The way Jesus responded to his disciples, the parents and the children establishes the
importance of giving children the necessary correct consideration in our Churches.
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However, we must always follow the biblical principle that every word must be established in the
mouth of two or three witnesses. The principle of Child dedication is established in three of the
Gospel accounts, Matthew, Mark and Luke, which establishes this practice undeniably.
These children were most probably were already presented to the Lord in the Temple at their
circumcision. The parents bringing their children to Christ to lay hands upon them and to pray
for them were to them as parents of greater importance.
3. CHRIST’S VIEW OF CHILDREN
Mark 10:14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little
children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.
Firstly, Jesus was greatly displeased when He saw the attitude of the disciples. This is a
great challenge for us as pastors regarding our attitude towards children and more specific
towards child dedication.
Mat 18:3 Jesus said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven
Secondly, Jesus commanded that the children should not be hindered to come to Him. Never
underestimate the spiritual alertness and the faith of children. Jesus says that children can
teach adults much about humility, faith and with their spiritual perception.
Matt 18:4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven. (5) Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.
Thirdly, Jesus challenges adults regarding their attitude in how they receive children
demonstrates how they will receive and submit to Christ. Children know whether adults are
sincere irrespective of the behaviour they exhibit towards them.
AMP (Mat 18:6) But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in and acknowledge
and cleave to Me to stumble and sin [that is, who entices him or hinders him in right
conduct or thought], it would be better (more expedient and profitable or advantageous) for
him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be sunk in the depth of the sea.
Fourthly, Jesus warns of the serious consequences on adults for causing children to stumble.
The Amplified Bible expounds what Jesus means when He says causing children to stumble
and sin (who entices him or hinders him in right conduct or thought). Jesus expects great
responsibility to be displayed by adults to children. Millstones, anciently, were either turned by
hand, or by beasts, chiefly by mules. These millstones were of the larger kind, and the original
words denote that it was this kind that was intended. This was one mode of capital punishment
practiced by the Greeks, Syrians, Romans, and by some other nations. The meaning is, it would
be better for him to have died before he had committed the sin.
These powerful words of Jesus challenge us all as parents and adults to walk circumspectly
before children. Why does Jesus place such importance in particular on children being
stumbled? It is because they are the next generation who need to carry the values learnt from
their parents to the generations to come!
THE PURPOSE OF CHILD DEDICATION
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NKJV (Luke 2:21) And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His
name was called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.
(22) Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed,
they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord
In reading the above scripture there were four most important things that happened when
Joseph and Mary sought to fulfil the prescription of the law. These four principles lay the
foundation of the necessity of child dedication.
a.
Although Jesus was God manifested in the flesh, his parents still presented Him to
the Lord. When parents dedicate their children to the Lord they simply express their total
dependence upon the Lord in their responsibilities to bring up the child in the fear of the Lord.
Just think what Joseph and Mary must have felt like knowing that Jesus was the promised
Messiah and they had the responsibility to be His parents!
No parent presenting their child to the Lord in dedication knows what this child will be
one day. But God knows with what potentials He has endued that child to fulfil His
purposes. What an awesome responsibility to be a parent!
b.
They took Jesus to the Temple the place where God’s people were gathered. To
dedicate a child is to introduce him to the Lord’s people and the Lord’s people to him as an
individual. This introduces the child to the atmosphere of God’s presence. This gathering is
where Christ’s body gathers around God’s Word, the ministry of the Holy Spirit and the
fellowship of His people.
c.
In the Temple Simeon and Anna was expectantly waiting for the Messiah and
prophesied over Jesus. Every time we dedicate a child there should be an expectation in the
hearts of God’s people of Christ’s Second Coming. There are those that flow prophetically in
the Church that can have a meaningful word for the parents and child.
d.

Jesus was given a meaningful name that had purpose wrapped in it.
Mat 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will
save His people from their sins." (22) So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: (23) “BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL
BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,"
which is translated, "God with us." A name is a declaration of the expectation of parents, of
what the child can be.

THE PARENTS IN CHILD DEDICATION
Note the response that the people had when John the Baptist had to be named! NKJV (Luke
1:66) "What kind of child will this be?" NLT (Luke 1:66) ‘…, “What will this child turn out
to be?” Every child that is born is special and has real purpose to their lives! It is the
responsibility of the parents to work with God to see that these children fulfil their destiny. This
places an incredible responsibility upon parents in rearing their children. It is no wonder that
the parents of John the Baptist enquired for the Lord to instruct them how to raise John. We
know that John fulfilled his purpose by being the forerunner of Christ preparing the way for the
Lord! His parents fulfilled their role exceptionally well.
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Looking at the parents of Samson who also received clear instructions from the Lord of how to
rear Samson? It seems something went to wrong when he came to the age of taking
responsibility for his own actions. Parents loving, training and disciplining their children to the
best of their ability cannot take responsibility for the bad decisions their children make. Children
must always know that irrespective of the consequences of their decisions their parents will
always be there to encourage and support them as their children! This does not mean that
parents necessary condone sin but demonstrate unconditional love!
When a child is born every parent is challenged by the question that the people asked when
John the Baptist had to be named, ‘…, “What will this child turn out to be?” All parents have
an awesome responsibility for the children God entrust to them, to rear them in the fear and
admonition of the Lord.
Pro 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go [and in keeping with his individual gift or
bent], and when he is old he will not depart from it. [Eph. 6:4; II Tim. 3:15.]
Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger [do not exasperate them to
resentment], but rear them [tenderly] in the training and discipline and the counsel and
admonition of the Lord.
Grandparents, family and godparents never replaces the parents in their responsibility to bring
up the children in the fear of the Lord; it still parents responsibility! They all have a responsibility
to support the parents in this awesome charge. This means that everyone must never contradict
the parents publicly, privately or before the children. When there is disagreement of any kind, it
should be done in private with both parents.
A husband and wife must also be committed to be in agreement in bringing up their children.
This means that they need to communicate regularly, regarding the training and nurturing of the
children.
SUCESSFUL PARENTS ARE THOSE WHO NEVER GIVE-UPON THEIR CHILDREN!
There are two great privileges that man has; they are, to become parents and to fulfil the
responsibilities as parents. As fathers, we should be reflecting and instruct in some small
way, the character of God our Father, to our own children. Remember that God the Father’s
nature is “GOOD, full of mercy and grace! Unfortunately the picture that children have about
fatherhood has been very bad, and with tragic results. This has produced rebellion and rejection
of authority with so many children becoming delinquent children who become dropouts; drug
addicts and devil worshippers. Our children are the product of what we as fathers and parents
have allowed them to be, as well as being indoctrinated by a sick society.
A good example of the above is the prodigal son who made the choice of the high cost of low
living. His ruin started with the words: “GIVE ME!” In growing up parents want to give their
children the best possible that they can give them. However, the best that we can give our
children are healthy values and godly principles. Simply giving children whatever they might
demand feeds their selfish sinful nature that can have devastating affects in their lives.
The question we need ask ourselves is, “What was it that brought the prodigal back to his
father’s home?” I would like to suggest there were two things. First, the father’s unconditional
love, and the second were the values and principles of his father’s home! Our children are
treasures that God has entrusted to us as parents.
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Let us arise with holy zeal to have the image of God our Father restored in us, by being the
FATHERS and PARENTS He has called us to be.
There are three principles that are indispensable for us as parents to be committed to in
nurturing our children.
1.

THE DIGNITY OF YOUR CHILD

Every child that is born has the right to be treated with dignity. Therefore adults must recognise
their responsibility in society towards children. It is so sad to see how often adults can simply
ignore children because they are looked upon as irrelevant to conversations and decisions.
There are a number of factors that can affect the dignity of a child that we will be examining to
assist us as adults in our relation with them.
Firstly, Great leaders in the Bible were born out of DESIRE.
There are many examples like Isaac, Moses, Samuel, and John the Baptist that were born out
of desire and who had an impact on history. A study of these Bible characters will reveal that
barrenness affected parents in having a great desire to have children. This gave the parents an
understanding that the child was gifted and called to fulfil God’s purposes in his life affecting
history and humanity. A child must know that he/she was greatly desired to be able to fulfil
his/her potential. A child must not hear that he/she was not planned or that a parent desired
another gender. It is a medical fact that at the 20 th week of pregnancy a child is already
influenced positively or negatively. People today are proud of not having children as they
project a “higher fulfilled life” without children but this is a lie. Neither must children be seen as
fun spoilers, financial outlays, burdens, and hindrances to parents that are professionals.
There are life-lessons and disciplines that couples will never learn without children. On a
personal note, some of the greatest lessons in life that I have learned as an individual have
been as a result of being married and having children!
Secondly, God’s Word DECLARES the following about children’s potential.
2.
Children are a tools against the devil’s onslaughts. Psa 8:2 “Out of the mouth of the
babes and infants you have ordained strength, because of your enemies, that you may silence
the enemy and the avenger.”
3.
Children are your inheritance (greatest riches). Psa 127:3-5 Behold, children are a
heritage from the Lord. The fruit of the womb is His reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior,
so are the children of one’s youth. Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; they shall
not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.”
4.
Children have spiritual potential to minister to you God’s wisdom, healing and
deliverance. Psa 128:3 “Your Wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very heart of hour house,
your a children like olive plants all around your table.”
Thirdly, Children must DISCOVER their sexual identity before 3 years of age.
The roles of both parents are of utmost importance in the life of a child in establishing their
gender. For this reason parents must be seen to be in agreement by the child in their rearing.
Parents must be in agreement about values and boundaries that are set. When parents fail to
be in agreement in such matters it has a detrimental effect upon the child.
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A father’s role as head of the home must be established by the mother and not in an
authoritarian attitude taken by the father. The father honouring the mother will establish his
headship making his role meaningful through their relationship in the home. This will enable the
parents to establish their children’s gender identity.
Parents need to be careful to never imply to a child that they were a mistake or that they really
desired the opposite gender to what the child is. This can have devastating results with the
child trying to be the other gender. Boys need to be treated like boys and girls like girls to
establish their gender.
Fourthly, parents must not DOMINATE their children in such a way that they are not able
to express themselves.
All children are born with their own identities, gifts and talents. It takes great skill and discipline
by parents to encourage children to develop in these areas of their lives without being
prescriptive or dominant. Wise parents will recognise that a child also has a gift from God of a
“free will.” In the formative years it is most important to instil all the values and disciplines
necessary for growing into a responsible adult.
Parents must allow their children to express themselves with freedom and the necessary
direction and disciplines. Children must be able to express themselves about negatives as well
as positives. This will give parents the necessary insights of what the problems and issues their
child is struggling with!
Children can be treated as, “less important” human beings because they are minors and do not
have experience to life. In some cultural areas children are encouraged rather to be seen and
not heard. This affects the child’s self image and expression. This could result in
homosexuality and suicidal tendencies. A challenging fact is that suicide is one of the highest
percentages of death among teenagers. Interestingly this often takes place in cultures where
the children are not aloud to express themselves! As Parents we need to learn the skill to
listen and hear the cry that comes from the hearts of our children.
2. THE DIFFICULTIES OUR CHILDREN ENCOUNTER IN LIFE!
We do not live in a perfect society with so many social struggles. So many children are growing
up without parents whilst others only with a single parent, making life complicated. One of the
worse curses of our day is absent fathers and dominant mothers. In single-parent households,
with only the mother figure, and no father, young men are raised without role models or male
discipline. Absentee fathers result in subconscious resentment manifesting and defiant
behaviour toward authority in the classroom and community.
Firstly, one of the most difficult skills for parents to acquire is to LISTEN to their
children. A child quickly knows whether you as an adult are listening because of the kind of
interest that is shown. This means focussed attention by giving them eye contact when they
communicate with you.
When children act fearfully, disobedient or rebelliously it could be that there are things
happening to them at school with a teacher or friends that you are not aware of. Children must
always have confidence that they can talk to their parents about anything that troubles them
without being judged or ridiculed. It is most important for parents to always believe their child
until the facts are verified. This will require for you to make time to be available for just them!
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Secondly, to demonstrate your care as a parent you need to LOVE your child
unconditionally and touch them decently. All children crave to be loved by the decent
embrace of their parents.
The most important commodity that you can give your child is QUALITY INDIVIDUAL
TIME! Your child would far rather have this value than any amount of material possessions you
can shower them with.
A trustworthy AUTHORITY FIGURE must be established in the home for development,
direction and discipline. All children are subjected to “peer-pressure” and also respond
differently depending on the relationship with their authority figure. Today more than ever
before the pressure is more subtle, devious and immoral. Peer pressure defined is social
pressure on somebody to adopt a type of behaviour, dress, or attitude in order to be accepted
as part of a group.
The role of parents instructing their children with the correct values empowers children to make
the correct choices and decisions. Although the church and teachers have a great influence on
children it still remains the responsibility of parents to rear their children with correct values. It is
more meaningful for fathers to educate their sons and mothers their daughters on “sexuality or
the facts of life,” in a wholesome way, than what a promiscuous society advocates.
3.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUR CHILD

This means to instil basic values and disciplines in your child’s life! Unless values are
meaningful to you as a parent they will be worthless to your child.
Firstly, before we can teach our children values we need to accept the value of a child as
Jesus did!
Matt 18:1-6 NIV At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?" 2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he
said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. 5 "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes
me. 6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better
for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the
sea.
Secondly, the responsibility of loving training and discipline is firstly that of the father, but
also of both parents. Do not assume that your child knows “THE RIGHT WAY” if you have not
trained and taught him, as this will be a grave mistake. Your LIVING example and lifestyle is
your “message”.
Loving training and discipline is simply to teach the child to listen and to respond correctly in
obedience. This takes loving patience and commitment to carry an instruction through.
Children also learn how to respect their parents, others and values by the way they are
instructed.
Eph 6:4 And now a word to you (FATHERS) parents. Don't keep on scolding and nagging your
children, making them angry and resentful. Rather, bring them up with the loving discipline the
Lord himself approves, with suggestions and godly advice. TLB
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Thirdly, the areas of loving training and discipline must take place from early in the
child’s life to lay the right values as healthy foundations upon which we need to be built.
MESSAGE (Proverbs 13:24) A refusal to correct is a refusal to love; love your children by
disciplining them.
AMP (Pro 13:24) He who spares his rod [of discipline] hates his son, but he who loves him
disciplines diligently and punishes him early.
AMP (Pro 19:18) Discipline your son while there is hope, but do not [indulge your angry
resentments by undue chastisements and] set yourself to his ruin.
AMP (Pro 22:15) Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will
drive it far from him.
The word discipline comes from the word disciple. To be a disciple of Jesus you allow Him to
change those areas of selfishness and sin by exercising your will to obey the Word of God to
become a follower of Christ! In the same way we train and disciple our children in the way they
should go (principles and values of life), which also involves them exercising their will to obey.
Discipline by way of the rod should never be done in anger or reaction. Make sure that you
have calmed down are not emotional in the discipline. It is always good to privately discuss the
matter with your spouse to have a better objective view of the situation, so that discipline will be
corrective and not destructive.
The above discipline must be administered in private, preferably in the bathroom which is a
place of cleansing. A bedroom is a place of rest and solace and should not serve as a place
where discipline is administered. Use an instrument (rod or leather plaque, do not use an
instrument that will humiliate or mutilate your child) and definitely not your hand as the hands
are to bless, love and comfort and not to humiliate. Discipline must not be administered
abusively but respectfully and humanly not ignoring the dignity of your child.
THERE ARE THREE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN TRAINING.
When a child is born, the child doesn’t arrive with a manual of how to raise children. Mostly
parents train their children from the lessons they learnt as they grew up. Unfortunately some of
the things we grew up with might not be that good to implement because they are outdated.
Some of the methods that our parents used in training and discipline were more punishment
with religious undertones.
All children differ in their make-up, personalities and gifting. What might work with one child
might not work with another? The best parent we can learn from, is God our Father and His
Word assists us to train our children correctly.
Unless the next three principles are correctly applied, parents will not effectively be able to train
their children.
INSTRUCTION - Starts off with basic and sensible motivations like table and general
good manners, making beds, room tidiness. The important principle of people and life
are more important than possessions. It is so sad to see that so many children don’t
have a clue of these basics because they are left to their own devices to make their own
decisions.
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Only parents can instil basic moral values that will last throughout the entire life of the
child. To instruct your child you rear them to know what is right and wrong, as well as
why! Principles like honesty, respect, obedience, attitude, forgiveness, acceptance etc
are values that build character.
SETTING BOUDARIES IN PLACE – Unless parent’s sets rules and draw boundaries for
their children they cannot discipline their children. To effectively and fairly discipline your
children, rules and boundaries must be set out and be clarified. They may struggle and
react against rules and boundaries because they are yet undisciplined. Yet they depend,
knowingly or unknowingly upon their parents to establish order in their lives. Children
thrive on a set order and routine as this makes them happy and well behaved children.
PARENTS MUST SET THE EXAMPLE - If you want your child to grow up disciplined,
respectful, hard working, honest and loving God, you need to live out a good example in
the values you have set in your home. Parents need to be careful not to be legalistic in
setting and implementing rules and boundaries but to be loving and gracious. If not
children will rebel and be alienated from their parents.
THERE ARE THREE STAGES IN A CHILD’S GROWTH!
STAGE ONE: MAKING DECISIONS FOR THE CHILD.
For the first ten years of a child’s life the parents have the responsibility before God to
make all the decisions for the child! Children do not have the capacity to make the right
decisions until the parents show them of how and why to make those decisions. This is
the time where parents can lay the correct foundations in their children’s lives. It is
important to remember that the education system will teach children knowledge, parents
teach them values. Children are also subjected to friends, who might have little or no
values. We are all subjected to the media that can confuse your child in the values you
hold to. Use every situation and crisis in life to instruct and lay sound foundations in their
lives.
STAGE TWO: MAKING DECISIONS WITH YOUR CHILD.
As parent setting in place those important foundational values in the first ten years of
your child’s life will preparing him/her for the next phase where you must make decisions
with your child. This is a very difficult stage for the parent and the child. As parent you
have been used to making decisions for your child, the child now share in decisions is a
learning experience. In the first stage there are times where you have to draw your child
into decision making in the simpler things like making a choice of what he/she desires.
This second stage is when the child begins to explore and discover values for himself.
Remember it is a learning stage for the child who will inevitably make mistakes.
Therefore the parent must allow for failure as the child is due to fail because of
inexperience and bad decisions. In such situations parents must demonstrate love,
acceptance and forgiveness utilizing it as an opportunity for coaching. When children fail
or make mistakes, it is a great opportunity for discussion around the values that they
have been taught.
STAGE THREE: MAKING THEIR OWN DECISIONS.
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The final stage of training for maturity is when parents release their responsibility and
give the freedom to their child to make their own decisions. Parents should only give
advice when the child requests advice or they ask the child’s permission if they wish to
offer advice.
When the sequence of this order is in any way reversed or overthrown, major teenage
and adult problems will develop from it. The formative years are vital to establish Biblical
values for the adult years. The scriptural knowledge of God’s Word becomes rooted
through the example and behaviour of the parent. Parents have a responsibility to GIVE
THEIR CHILDREN ROOTS to establish them in the ways of God and WINGS to fly as
mature and fruitful adults in society.
NON NEGOITABLE QUALITIES TO HAVE HEALTHY, HAPPY AND SECURE
CHILDREN
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE will give them confidence in life. A child must know that
irrespective of what they do right or wrong their parents still loves them. There is no
greater quality necessary than your child knowing that you love them. Tell them regularly
that you love them and physically demonstrate it to them by hugging and kissing them!
a.i.

Playing with your child, touching and embracing establishes the joy you have with your
child. It also displays unconditional love. The way you play with your child establishes
the child’s identity.
a.ii. ACCEPTANCE of the infant before birth and its sex is most importance. A child
must know that they were desired by the parents. Examples: Moses, Samuel and
Samson. If our communication is only based on performance or achievement it will make
it difficult for them to understand the grace of God! This can have an effect on the less
gifted child’s acceptance and self-image.
a.iii. FORGIVENESS of themselves, family and friends. Encourage them never to
delay in forgiving. If at all possible to forgive the same day of the offense. As parent you
need to lead by example regarding forgiveness.
a.iv. LISTENING to your child establishes an eternal value, of listening to God! It also
demonstrates to the child that what they have to say is important. Give focused attention
to your baby’s cry; your child’s silly story or the serious teenage story. By this you
establish the worth of your child.
a.v. LEARNING godly behaviour in self-control, respect, honour and the way we
speak and treat people. The greatest way children learn is by observing the way parents
respond to each other, their children and others.
a.vi. RESPONSIBILITY and ORDER develops character and children thrive on it.
Establish ordered patterns for sleeping, eating, cleaning, manners, tidying-up, prayer,
giving, reading, exercise, Bible reading and Church attendance etc.
a.vii. ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR OWN ACTIONS will make of them
responsible and honest citizens.
The thought of a nation’s destiny being determined to a large measure by the quality of
instruction in the home lays a great challenge at the door of parents!
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You might have failed in parenting, but successful parents are not those who never fail, rather
those who never give-up! To be successful parents is to be that father and mother in the right
place, at the right time. YOU are that man and woman! Don’t hang on to the fear of failure, the
sins of others, or past mistakes don’t let them stop you from being an effective parent. If you
have failed, repent and ask God’s forgiveness as well as those in your family. God promises in
Psalm 8:2 “You have taught the little children to praise you perfectly. May their example shame
and silence your enemies!”
THE PEOPLE INVOLVED WITH THE DEDICATION OF A CHILD
The role of the Pastor is most important as he has the opportunity to meet with the parents
before hand to prepare them for the dedication. It also enables him to continue to develop a
relationship with the parents and the child. When the Pastor fulfils his role and function as a
pastor in this area of ministry, and the lives of his congregants it establishes a trust between
them that would make them responsible members in the church and their community.
Although the parents and child is the main responsible people in the child’s life there are also
other people involved. Grand-parents, family and close friends provide support structures that
are most important in the development and growth of the child. These support structures need
to understand their boundaries in the involvement with the child. It is therefore important in the
service that they stand with the parents and child during the dedication ceremony.
THE PROGRAM FOR A DEDICATION
Child dedication should never be an attachment somewhere in a service where the parents,
family and friends might feel that their children are not that important. A wise discerning
pastor will view and utilize this service as a harvest event. This service can be promoted
as an opportunity to invite grand-parents; friends and associates to share in the joy of the
parents in dedicating the child to the Lord. Most people attending a child’s dedication service
would most probably never attend your church other wise.
A child/baby dedication service should be well planned with specific themes in mind focused on
children, parenting and family. These topics are relevant of where people have great needs.
The Word of God gives us clear direction on all these topics. The service should adapted to be
brief and to the point focusing on the dedication and the message. The message should be not
longer than 15 to 20 minutes. Rather give your visitors a fore-taste of God’s Word and to return
for more.
Single parents should have their support people like grand-parents and friends to be in
attendance. It is here that they can also be informed of the most important role they are playing
in assisting in rearing the child. Single parents must be respected and encouraged in their role
and responsibility towards the child. It must be clarified that the child is not a mistake but is
most important in what they will be contributing to life and society.
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