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FOREWORD

Keeping a Grip on God’s Grace is a good Primer for those who are aspiring to be
Leaders. It is also a checklist for those who will find themselves in a Leadership role.
This work is clear, Biblical and well illustrated.

Having had the privilege of Reading the Initial manuscript for this book, I found myself
challenged in practical aspects of my role as a Leader in the body of Christ and also a
believer I am spiritually blessed. If you are interested in growing in your own leadership
abilities or in communicating the principles of Leadership to others, this book is for you.

I whole-heartedly commend this book to you, especially young Ministers of the Gospel.
It  could change your life and ministry. Pastor Chris has done a brilliant job, putting
“Keeping a Grip on Grace” together.

Dr R J Sing
Rhema FCI Durban

Keeping a Grip on God’s Grace!

Is a book to assist Senior Pastors in local Churches, to train their leaders in their
congregational structures to teach, train and lead new converts to encounter Jesus,

developing a relationship with Him!
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KEEPING A GRIP ON GOD’S
GRACE!

INTRODUCTION

At the age of 20 I had an encounter with Jesus that changed my life forever. Two
weeks later I was part of a team in evangelistic meetings where I had been trained to
be a counselor to assist people that responded to the appeal for salvation. However
when the  appeal  was made for  people  to  publically  declare  their  faith  in  Jesus’
finished work on the cross, I stood up boldly and went to the front, to demonstrate to
the whole town in which I lived, that Jesus was the Lord of my life. That response
pushed me into becoming a bold  witness for  Jesus and still  thrills  and stirs  me
whenever I witness people responding to an appeal for salvation.

After  preaching  the  Word,  preachers  should  expect  a  response from those  who
heard the message. Making an appeal assists people to take that step in making a
commitment to Christ, enabling the Holy Spirit to bring people into an encounter with
Jesus. In responding, people have all kinds of needs to which they respond. The
challenge for  those in  a shepherding,  role  is,  ‘how to assist these new young
converts to become disciples of Jesus’ I thank God for those who played this role
in my life as a young convert helping me to grow to maturity in Christ. 

It is for this reason that I have written this booklet, to assist busy Pastors, who have
many responsibilities and are called upon to care for the flock of God over which the
Holy Spirit has made them overseers. For discipleship to effectively take place these
notes are, to assist senior Pastors in their role and function, in training and imparting
to their leaders in the structures of their local church, to make sure ‘babes’ come into
a lasting relationship with Jesus as His followers.

My prayer and hope in writing ‘Keeping a Grip on Grace’, is to make sure that new
converts have a living relationship with Jesus for the rest of their lives. 
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In ‘Keeping a Grip on God’s Grace,’ every section in this booklet can be a study that
can be done to get new converts grounded in the basics and established in the truth.
As a Pastor of a local church it will  be good to work out an exercise of practical
questions after every section, to enable the hearers to grasp and exercise their faith!

I have used different translations of the Bible and different abbreviations for them.
You  will  also  note  that  in  many  of  the  scriptures  I  have  highlighted  words  for
emphasis, to enable teachers to explain and expound these words. This will enable
learners to receive revelation truth from the scriptures. To make it easy to focus on
the scripture verses, they have been done in italics.

NKJV – New King James Version
NLT – New Living Translation
MESSAGE – The Message Bible
AMP – Amplified version of the Bible
LB – Living Bible
tPt – the Passion translation

WHAT IS THE MOST CRUCIAL ENCOUNTER FOR ANY HUMAN BEING? 

The greatest encounter that any human being can have is to meet Jesus as Savior
and Lord. At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry on earth He clearly declared that, ‘ in
receiving Him … He gave the right to them to become children of God.’

NKJV John 1:12-13 ‘… But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

So when Jesus saved us it was in His heart and mind for us to become children of
God. This indicates a continual process of growth in the life of a spiritual babe as
well  as the different phases of growth in the life of the believer. Having such an
encounter with Jesus is the beginning of God’s potential being released in us!

Paul reminds us that it is ‘by GRACE that we are saved through faith; it is a Gift of
God not of ourselves!’ The challenge that every born again person faces, is how to
keep a grip on this grace and to walk in it every day? 

NKJV Eph. 2:8-10 ‘… For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are
His  workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  for  good  works,  which  God  prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.’ 

I would also like to focus on Peter’s exhortation in 2 Peter 3:18 ‘… but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both
now and forever. Amen.’(NKJV)

Growing in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ often means experiencing trials, tests,
temptations, and even suffering. In facing the above we can experience the grace of
God operating and enabling us in those situations. 
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There are many Christians who believe that becoming a child of God means that all
your troubles are over. In fact having Jesus living inside of you enables you to face
any difficulty!  Growing through this process the disciple  develops in wisdom and
character. 

However, we also need to grow in grace and knowledge. It is so easy today to grow
in knowledge but not in grace. The challenge here is that we sometimes know more
of the Bible than what we really apply and live out! Knowledge without grace is a
terrible  weapon,  and  grace  without  knowledge  can  be  very  shallow.  When  we
combine the two, we have an amazing tool for building our lives and also building the
church. 

It is one thing to ‘know the Bible,’ as important as that may be, and quite another
thing to know the Son of God, who is the central theme of the Bible! The better we
know Christ through the Word, the more we grow in grace and the more we grow in
grace, the better our relationship with Jesus and the scriptures will be. 

This  will  require  diligence,  which  means  there  will  be  a  demand  on  a  person’s
disciplines and priorities. The word ‘discipline’ comes from the word ‘disciple,’ which
means ‘follower.’ Jesus wants us to be His followers, to learn from Him and become
His trainees. When Jesus called His disciples, it was specifically to be with Him and
to learn from Him by watching Him. 

WHAT DID THE DISCIPLES ENCOUNTER WHEN WALKING WITH JESUS? 

 Seeing the compassion in His eyes as He reached out to touch the leper. 
 Seeing the fire in His eyes as He overturned the tables of the moneychangers

and confronted the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. 
 Hearing the authority in His voice as He taught truth in the synagogue. 
 Feeling the heart cries in His voice as He wept over the people in Jerusalem.
 Walking  with  Him in  their  day-to-day  encounters,  wherever  He  went,  and

learning His ways in every different circumstance.
 Experiencing  first  hand  that  Jesus  began  to  do and  teach.  Jesus  first

demonstrated to His disciples the importance to first do and then to teach.

Let us remember as Pastors and Leaders that it is imperative in teaching, to lead
those whom we teach in applying the truth, by putting into practice what has been
learnt. In other words, to show them how to!

1. THE INITIAL GROWTH AS BABES IS  CRITICAL TO PROGRESS INTO
MATURITY. 

The mistake that is often made, is the advanced teaching (starting with meat instead
of the milk of the word), we give young believers that they are not ready for! Every
phase of growth in believers is important but unless we have the correct foundational
growth, healthy growth can be stunted or worse, as Jesus said, its collapse would be
great! (Read Matt. 6:46-49)

It is important for believers to first grow as ‘babes;’ and then into the other phases in
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discipleship.  As  babes,  they  have  to  develop  from  being  dependent  to  inter-
dependence. 

Peter in his second epistle (NKJV), in chapter 3:18 says, ‘… grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, …’ telling us how important it is
to grow in grace and knowledge as believers.

Every person that is born again into God’s Kingdom becomes a babe that needs the
right diet and nutrients to be able to grow. Note the following scriptures that give us
an indication of what needs to take place for us to grow into maturity, fully nourished
and strong for life.

(NKJV)  1  Peter  1:23 ‘… having  been  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed  but
incorruptible, through the word of God, which lives and abides forever,’ tPt – “For
through the eternal and living Word of God you have been born again. And this
‘seed’ that He planted within you can never be destroyed but will live and grow inside
of you forever.’

(NKJV) 1 Peter 2:1,2 ‘Therefore,  laying aside all  malice, all deceit, hypocrisy,
envy,  and all  evil  speaking,  as  newborn babes,  desire (intensely crave) the
pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, …’ (tPt – ‘… grow into maturity
fully nourished and strong for life …’ 

(NKJV) James 1:21 ‘Therefore lay aside (LB - get rid of all that is wrong inside and
outside) all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.’ 
(tPt) – ‘So this is why we abandon everything morally impure and all forms of wicked
conduct.  Instead,  with  a sensitive spirit  we absorb God’s Word, which has been
implanted within our nature, for the Word of God has power to continually deliver us.’

In these scriptures Peter emphasizes the importance of the scriptures in daily living
for every Christian. It also indicates how important it is to deal with our old lifestyles
for  growth in  Christ.  The challenge for  all  of  us is  to  deal  with  the hypocrisy of
religion, that can be very legalistic without any revelation knowledge. James also
stresses the attitude with which we are to receive the word for it  to have its full
impact in the believer’s life.

The above scriptures clearly indicate the important role the scriptures play in the new
birth and growth and development of believers.

To have a clearer understanding let us look at the example of Israel in their journey
from Egypt, the wilderness and Canaan. When Israel left Egypt and the life of slavery
they refused to change their lifestyle as they continued to desire what they had in
Egypt! Even though God was caring and providing for them all those years in the
wilderness, they continued to live like slaves and did not enter Canaan the land of
fullness and victory.

This is how many Christians live today; in defeat and not in the victory of Christ’s
Kingdom. The question we need to ask ourselves as born again Christians: ‘Where
are we living - between Egypt and Canaan?’ Are our hearts still in Egypt (slavery) or
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the Wilderness (wandering) or in Canaan (victory and fulness)?

In  Egypt,  Israel  had to  water  their  plants  by  hand to  grow their  gardens,  but  in
Canaan they had rain from heaven! This meant that they did not need to work like
slaves in Egypt, now they had rain from heaven that would water their seeds and
produce an abundant harvest!

In Egypt there was never enough! In the Wilderness there was just enough! But in
Canaan there was more than enough!

Deut. 11:10-11’For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt
from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as a
vegetable garden; 11“but the land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills
and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of heaven, 12a land for which the Lord
your God cares; the eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, from the beginning
of the year to the very end of the year.’

God’s desire was for Israel to have a new understanding that they were operating
under God, in a new way of life! They had the cloud by day and a fiery pillar by night
describing the presence of God, and the manna was food from heaven and water
from the rock. 

In applying this to our lives as Christians, we should understand that when we were
born again we entered a new life in God’s Kingdom, where our dependence should
always be on the King and led by the Holy Spirit! 

(NKJV) Heb. 5:12-14 ‘For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have
come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is
unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to
those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.’

People lack in the “Word of Righteousness” (tPt – ‘the revelation of righteousness’)
because their senses have not been “exercised to discern between good and evil.”
This means that Christians must make sure that they have a sound foundation as
disciples of Jesus.

This sound foundation must be the starting point for babes to develop into a living
relationship with the Lord Jesus. This living relationship with Jesus is cultivated in
relating to the Holy Spirit through the scriptures with Jesus!

For this relationship to develop babes need to come to understand the following:

2. AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS IS DEPENDANT ON HOW
WE RELATE TO THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE SCRIPTURES!

The Bible declares itself to be the WRITTEN Word of God. In the following scriptures
Jesus demonstrates Himself as the Living Word of God.
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(NKJV) John 1:1 and 14 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and
truth.’

For the believer to have a relationship with Jesus, requires a relationship with the
Holy  Spirit  and  the  scriptures.  It  is  through  the  scriptures  that  we  develop  this
relationship with, Jesus and the role of the Holy Spirit is to interpret the scriptures for
us to see Jesus.

The written word is ‘logos’ and embodies a ‘conception’ that takes place throughout
the scriptures. The word ‘rhema’ means ‘That which is spoken, lives!' The scriptures
must become more than just a conception, which is intellectual, but a revelation in
experiencing the life of Jesus in a relationship with Him.

(NKJV) Gen. 1:1-3 ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be
light”; and there was light.’ 

The earth was without form and void and darkness was on the face of the deep. The
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the deep waiting for the Word (Christ) to
be spoken before anything could happen. There was nothing that happened, except
the Spirit hovering at creation, until God spoke the Living Word for creation to take
place. The Triune God was involved in creation. It is this revelation that releases the
presence and power of Jesus in our lives as believers.

This  is so aptly  demonstrated by Jesus in  His relationship that  He had with His
Father, that resulted in Jesus fulfilling the scriptures and the purpose and plans that
God had for him.

(NLT) John 5:39 ‘You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal
life. But the Scriptures point to me!’

(NLT) John 12:49-50 ‘I don’t speak on my own authority. The Father who sent me
has commanded me what to say and how to say it. And I know His commands lead
to eternal life; so I say whatever the Father tells me to say.’

The whole aim of Jesus’ ministry on earth was to demonstrate that through Him and
the Holy Spirit believers could develop their relationship with the Father.

Every believer’s main objective must be to cultivate a relationship with Jesus through
the scriptures, for this is what it means to build on a sound and sure foundation. This
will direct the believer’s attitude in their response to the rule of God’s Word!

3. THE  IMPACT  THAT  THE  RULE  OF  GOD'S  WORD  HAS  IN  THE
BELIEVER’S RESPONSE!

First, it is important for us to establish how the scriptures came into existence. 
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The Holy Spirit produced the Scriptures. NKJV 2 Tim. 3:16 ‘All scripture is given by
inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, …’

The absolute authority of the Bible over our lives is based in our conviction that this
Book does not merely contain the Word of God, but that it is the Word of God in its
totality  and  it’s  parts.  The  text  testifies  of  this,  describing  the  process  of  this
inspiration (inbreathing of life): It is the word of the Holy Spirit. 

This literally means ‘God breathed,’ describing the source of the whole Bible’s origin,
‘all  scripture’  as  superior  of  human  inspiration.  The  Bible  is  not  the  product  of
superior human consciousness or enlightened human intellect but directly ‘breathed’
from God Himself

Peter elaborates this truth,  (NLT  2 Peter  1:19-21) ‘… Because of that experience,
we have even greater confidence in the message proclaimed by the prophets. You
must pay close attention to what they wrote, for their words are like a lamp shining in
a  dark  place—until  the  Day  dawns,  and  Christ  the  Morning  Star  shines in  your
hearts. Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the
prophet’s  own understanding,  or  from human initiative.  No,  those prophets  were
moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God.’ 

Peter adds that none of what was given was merely the private opinion of the writer,
but  (being  borne  along  by  the  Holy  Spirit)  moved  each  writer  involved  in  the
production of the scriptures. This does not mean that the writers were merely robots,
seized upon by God’s power to write automatically without conscious participation.
God  never  overrides  those  gifts  of  intellect  and  sensitivity  that  He  has  given
mankind.

(NLT) 1 Cor. 2:10-13 ‘But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit.
For his Spirit searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. No one can
know a person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit,  and no one can know
God’s thoughts except God’s own Spirit. And we have received God’s Spirit (not the
world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. When
we tell  you these things,  we do not  use words that  come from human wisdom.
Instead, we speak words given to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain
spiritual truths.’

These scriptures expand on this process by which the revelation of scriptures were
given.  It was not just the ideas, but the precise terminology was planned by the Holy
Spirit, who deployed the respective authors of the books of the Bible, meaning every
word was inspired by the Holy Spirit.

The purpose of this all was,  ‘…that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.’ (NKJV 2 Tim. 3:17)

Secondly,  let  us  now  observe  the  response  that  Jesus  had  regarding  the
scriptures! 

In Matthew 4, in all three times Jesus was tempted by the devil, Jesus overcomes
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the  devil  by  demonstrating His conviction  of  the  authority  of  scriptures,  ‘… It  is
written…’

When Jesus  healed  the  sick  and  delivered  the  demonized  He  was  fulfilling  the
promises of the Old Testament. (NKJV) Matt. 8:16-17 ‘… when evening had come,
they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits
with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by  Isaiah  the  prophet,  saying:  “He  Himself  took  our  infirmities  And  bore  our
sicknesses.”’ 

The religious leaders had no understanding of the scriptures, as Jesus points out to
them – (NKJV) John 5:39 ‘You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.’

Thirdly,  what  measure  will  God  use on  Judgment  day?   Amazingly,  God  the
Father judges no man but has committed the judgment to the Son, as the Son stood
in the shoes of mankind.

(NKJV) John 5:22-23 ‘For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment
to the Son,  23“that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.’

Jesus did not come to judge the world but to save it. 

(NKJV) John 12:41–47 ‘Then Jesus cried out and said,  “He who believes in Me,
believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me.  45“And he who sees Me sees Him who
sent Me. 46“I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should
not abide in darkness. 47“And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not
judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world.”’ 

The Word of God will be the measure God uses to judge justly on Judgment day. 

(NKJV) John 12:48 ‘He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that
which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.’

It is most important to remember that Jesus could judge mankind, righteously as the
son  of  man.  He  stood  in  man’s  shoes  and  faced  everything  that  mankind  faced
without sin and rose victoriously from the dead.

4. THE INSTRUCTION OF GOD’S WORD HAS GREAT RESULTS.

What should the believer's attitude be toward the Word of God? (NKJV) Isa 66:2 ‘For
all those things My hand has made, and all those things exist “Says the Lord “But on
this  ONE WILL I LOOK: On  him who is poor and of a contrite spirit and who
trembles at My word.’

To receive the Word, is to have our senses exercised to discern between good and evil.
(Message) James 1.21  ‘So throw all spoiled virtue and cancerous evil in the garbage.
In simple humility,  let  your gardener,  God, landscape you with the Word, making a
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salvation-garden of your life.’ 

(NKJV) 1 Pet 2:1,2 ‘Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and
all evil speaking,  2as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may
grow thereby, …’ 

Here are some RESULTS that follow in receiving and living in the Word:

 The  new  birth  comes  through  the  redemption  of  Christ’s  blood,
incorruptible Word and the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
(NKJV)  1  Peter  1:18-19 ‘…  knowing  that  you  were  not  redeemed  with
corruptible  things,  like  silver  or  gold,  from your  aimless conduct  received by
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without  blemish  and  without  spot.”; I:23 “… having  been  born  again,  not  of
corruptible  seed  but  incorruptible  through  the  word  of  God  which  lives  and
abides forever.’

 Faith comes by hearing the word. 
(NKJV) Rom I0:17 ‘So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.’

 The Word  enables us to have a relationship with Jesus, the Father and the
Holy Spirit.

(NKJV) John 14:19-23 ‘A little while longer and the world will see Me no more,
but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20“At that day you will know
that  I  am  in  My  Father,  and  you  in  Me,  and  I  in  you.  21“He  who  has  My
commandments (words) and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to
him.”  22Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will  manifest
Yourself  to  us,  and not  to  the  world?”  23Jesus answered and said to  him,  “If
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home with him.”’

 The application of doing the Word assists us to have victory over sin!  
(NKJV) Psa. 119:11 ‘Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin 
against You!’

 The Word acts as our armour in our fight against the devil. 
(NKJV) Eph. 6:17 ‘take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God …’

 The Word is our spiritual food. 
(NKJV) Luke 4:4 ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word of God that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ (See Matt. 4:4)

The Israelites during their journeys in the wilderness had to collect ‘manna’ every
morning for their sustenance. Likewise we as Christians must be in the Word
every day.
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 The ingredients in the Word wash and cleanse us. 
(NKJV) John 15:3 ‘You are already clean because of the word which I have
spoken to you.’

 His Word has the essentials to heal us. 
(NKJV) Psa. 107:20 ‘He sent His word and healed them...’

SOME PRACTICAL STEPS IN GROWING IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
LORD AND HIS WORD!

 READ THE WORD

The Holy Spirit speaks through the Bible, God’s Holy Word. His life giving expression
comes through each verse, and receiving the Word changes us. 

For this reason it is important to get INTO the Word to hear the Lord speak to you
personally, and also to be UNDER the word in preaching and teaching, to learn and
grow in our walk with the Lord. The scriptures are God’s Word to us with many
wonderful truths that can feed us and make us strong in our relationship with the
Lord!

(NKJV) 1 Timothy 4:13 ‘Till I come, give attention to reading, …’ 

The Bible is a large book with many chapters, verses and pages! Where do we start
to read in this wonderful book with so many promises? Normally we will start to read
from the beginning of a book! 

However, in reading the Bible it is important to start to read from the New Testament
as our experience started in the fact of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Therefore it is
important to come to know more of this wonderful man Jesus of Nazareth.

There are four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Why four Gospels? There is
no doubt that the four expresses different, yet connected, aspects of the life and
ministry of Jesus. The four give pictures of one Person with one purpose as they
speak of this One Man Jesus the Christ!

Matthew draws from the Old Testament, the life and ministry of Jesus and declares
that Jesus is the promised Messiah! Mark declares Jesus as the servant Savior that
did not come to be served but to serve and give His life a ransom for many!  Luke
with grace describes to us Jesus as the son of man, the perfect Savior that identified
with man and his sin! John reveals Jesus the Son of God who existed before time
and who came to live among men, for them to experience a relationship with God
our Father!

A good place to start to read the Bible is the Gospel of John. He starts with the pre-
existence of Jesus before time. Then he describes Jesus who came to live among
men. John leads us into the revelation of Jesus, who desires to have a relationship
with man!
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After  you  have  finished reading the  Gospel  of  John,  you  should  read the  other
Gospels and the book of Acts. Then you can read the rest of the New Testament. 

When you start  to  read the Old Testament,  start  with  the book of Genesis,  and
alongside that also read a chapter from the Psalms and a chapter from the New
Testament. The book of Proverbs has 31 chapters, giving you a chapter every day in
a 31-day month. The Psalms is a wonderful book of encouragement and worship for
the believer.

 JOURNAL ON THE WORD 

A journal should consist to record messages and prayer requests. 

RECORD MESSAGES 

In reading the Word there must always be an expectation that the Lord will speak to
you through His word. Therefore, you should have an exercise book that you call
your journal, in which you can record what the Lord is saying to you from His word.
This will assist you when you pray, to communicate this word back to the Lord and
develop your prayer life with the Lord. 

This will also give you a reference that you can go back to, to remind yourself of
what the Lord said to you on that date and establish your relationship with the Word,
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER REQUESTS 

At the back of your ‘journal’ you can take a page per day starting from Sunday to
Saturday, to pray each day for someone and something different. Praying for your
family, the church and its members, your pastor etc. In this way you can grow your
prayer life into a life of intercession. 

There  are  so  many  things  you  need  to  pray  for  each  day.  You  need  to  pray
specifically for those in authority (government), missionaries, the persecuted church
etc. This will assist you to divide the different things you need to pray for and to add
other important needs that come to you daily.

You can also record answers to prayer, for thanksgiving and praise to God for His
great faithfulness. In this way you can cultivate a spirit of gratitude that will determine
a positive atmosphere for you to walk in every day.
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EXAMPLES OF A DAILY PRAYER LIST

PRAYER TOPICS FOR EACH DAY

SUNDAY

The Manifestation of God’s love in us and the moving of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
Our Pastor 
Worship
A Hunger for more of God, Christ, the Spirit and the Word
A Spontaneous Spirit of Prayer in Church
Response of People to the Word in Repentance, Restoration, Salvation, Deliverance, 
Healing
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS NEEDS: 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________

MONDAY

The Establishing of New converts in the Word
A Hunger and Thirst for God
A Worldwide Revival
A Refreshing of the Fivefold Ministry
National leaders of your particular denomination. 
Pastors and spouses of your denomination
PERSONS IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________

TUESDAY

National Spiritual Leaders
All Denominations 
Country’s National, Regional and Local leadership
All different Party Political Leaders
The Government. President, Deputy, Cabinet, Parliament
Upcoming Elections
Wisdom and insight in thinking outside the box for solutions in all sectors of society
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS THAT NEED TO BE SAVED:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________
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WEDNESDAY

Our Neighbouring Countries with their specific Practical and Spiritual needs
Spiritual Warfare for the Moslem world for the revelation of Jesus for salvation
Our Nation’s Healing
Healing and Healthy Families
Spouse’s Family members
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL NEEDS
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________

THURSDAY

The Church to Impact their communities
The Poor, inequalities general and specific needs
Revelation of how to deal with crisis situations in our country
Specific Evangelists
Our Children and Grandchildren
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS NEEDS:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________

FRIDAY

The Enablement of the Holy Spirit,  for Ministers, in their preparation to minister the
Word.
Influence Makers in Country and Communities
Finances of Nation, Country and Individuals
Challenges that are faced across the Globe
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS THAT NEED TO BE SAVED:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________

SATURDAY

Our Church
Fivefold Ministry of the Word
Youth and Children’s Ministry 
Helps Ministry
Missions Ministry
Persecuted Church
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________

 MEDITATE ON THE WORD
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To read the Word is not enough. We also need to meditate on that Word. Meditation
is not to empty your thoughts but to fill your thoughts with God’s word and to reflect
thereon.

After Moses death God encouraged Joshua to ‘meditate’ in the scriptures day and
night for him to prosper and have good success.

(NKJV) Joshua 1:8 ‘This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is
written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have
good success.’ 
(NKJV) Psa. 1:2-3 ‘… But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he
meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That
brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he
does shall prosper.’

The Hebrew idea of meditating upon the scriptures was to quietly repeat them in a
soft droning sound, while utterly abandoning outside distractions. The Jewish prayer
exercise  that  David  seemed to  practice,  called  “davening,”  was to  reciting  texts,
praying  intense  prayers  or  getting  lost  in  communing  with  God  while  bowing  or
rocking back and forth.

When we speak about meditating on the Word, it is like cattle grazing. You will see
them stand for periods of time ‘chewing the cud.’ This is a most important process in
the digestive system for  the cows to  produce milk  and meat.  Likewise it  is  also
important for us to meditate on the Word to have good success and to prosper. 

To  meditate  is  to  take  time  to  think  about  the  scriptures  that  have  been  read,
allowing the Holy Spirit to release the revelation of Jesus. When we meditate on the
Word the Holy Spirit releases more than knowledge, but insights that lead to wisdom.

 STUDY THE WORD

(Amp)  -  2  Timothy  2:15 ‘Study and  do  your  best  to  present  yourself  to  God
approved, a workman [tested by trial] who has no reason to be ashamed, accurately
handling and skillfully teaching the word of truth.’

The above scripture is most important for Pastors who teach and preach the Word of
God to congregations. Paul encourages Timothy to STUDY the Word like a diligent
worker, who toils with effort. Because the Bible – God’s inspired Word – is the only
conclusive source of  wisdom, knowledge,  and understanding concerning ultimate
realities. 

The Word of God is the source of freeing truth  (John 8:32) and is a goldmine of
practical principles  (Psa. 19:11), waiting to liberate and enrich the person who will
pursue its truth and wealth.

(NKJV) John 8:32 ‘… And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.’ 
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(NKJV) Psalms 19:11 ‘Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping
them (scriptures) there is great reward.’

Studying the Word of God, and rightly diving the Word of truth is the only way to
healthy, balanced living. From the original Greek it literally means, ‘cutting straight.’
Such correct cutting straight in applying the Word is the result of diligent study. We
should go beyond casual approaches to the scriptures, and exhorting us to refuse to
suit the Bible to our own convenient interpretation or ideology.

PRACTICAL SUPPORT TO ASSIST IN STUDING THE SCRIPTURES

There are many different disciplines to study the scriptures. The simplest one is to
compare scripture with scripture. There is no greater commentary than comparing
the scriptures with itself. 

Commentaries of Books of the Bible can greatly enrich your understanding of the
specific scriptures that you study. 

It is most important to have a good analytical concordance of the Bible, to assist you
to look up scriptures and specific words from the scriptures.

The function of a good ‘Bible Dictionary’ will render accessible information, which will
enable you to comprehend the meaning of the text you are reading and obtain ready
and complete data concerning any related subject. 

One of the authentic sources that I have found invaluable in studying the scriptures
is, ‘Unlocking the Bible” by David Pawson. This volume enables you to understand
the  context  of  the  scriptures.  Very  often  scriptures  are  used  in  preaching  and
teaching that are out of their setting and background!  This book will assist you to
learn to study the Word of God systematically and understand its context.
 

 MEMORIZE THE WORD

(NKJV) Psalms 119:11 ‘Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin
against You.’ 
(Message) - Psalms 119:11 ‘I've banked your promises in the vault of my heart so I
won't sin myself bankrupt’.

This  scripture  urges  us  to  MEMORIZE the  Word  of  God  as  a  mighty  deterrent
against sin. Memorizing scripture also provides an immediate availability of God’s
‘Words’ as a sword ready in witnessing and effective in spiritual warfare.

(NKJV) Hebrews 4:12 ‘For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.’ 

 SPEAK THE WORD

Jesus demonstrated the power of God’s Word when tempted by the devil.
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(NKJV)  Matthew  4:1-4;  7-10 ‘Then  Jesus  was  led  up  by  the  Spirit  into  the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty
nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If
You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”(4:4) But He
answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ (4:7) Jesus said to him, “ It is written
again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’  ” (4:10) Then Jesus said to him,
“Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and
Him only you shall serve.’ 

(NKJV) Hebrews 4:12 ‘For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.’

(NKJV) Proverbs 18:21 ‘Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those
who love it will eat its fruit.’

(NKJV) Isaiah 54:17 ‘…No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every
tongue which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This is the heritage
of the servants of the Lord, And their righteousness is from Me,” Says the Lord.’
God's Decree!

 PRAY THE WORD

The most powerful way to pray is to pray the scriptures! The scriptures are God’s
promises  to  us,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  brings  them to  remembrance  and  gives  us
revelation when we pray the scriptures.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 1:20 ‘For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God through us.’

Jesus is the Word incarnate and in Him these promises are ‘YES,’ and in Him they
are ‘Amen’  (it  shall  be  so).  It  is  for  this  reason we should  consistently  pray  the
scriptures to pray in the will of God.

(NKJV) Ephesians 6:17-18  ‘… take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God’ (18) praying always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all
the saints …’

5. THE ILLUSTRATIVE MEANING OF BELIEVER’S BAPTISM!

When a Christian follows Jesus through the waters of baptism he/she demonstrates
their obedience to the Lord in identifying with the death, burial and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The command to baptize disciples was explicitly given by the Lord Jesus Himself. 
(NKJV) Matt 28: 19 – 20 ‘… Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,   
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"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.’

Why did Jesus command us to be baptized and what is it’s significance?

Baptism gives the new believer the opportunity to confess that Jesus is the Lord of 
his/her life.
(NKJV) Mark 8: 38 – ‘For whoever is ashamed of Me and My Words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in
the glory of His Father with the holy angels.’

  
A child of God illustrates this:

 With his lips!  (NKJV) Rom. 10: 8 – 9 – ‘But what does it say? "The Word is
near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the Word of faith which we
preach):  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.’ 

 By his life! (NKJV) 2 Cor. 5: 17 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.’

There are two ordinances that Jesus instituted and commanded us to keep until
He comes again.

 Baptism in water – (NKJV) 1 Pet. 3: 21  -  ‘There is also an antitype which now
saves us--baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, …’

 Breaking of Bread (NKJV) 1 Cor. 11: 26  - ‘For as often as you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.’

Baptism in water can only take place after we have been born again!

(NKJV) Mark 16: 15 – 16 – ‘And He said to them, "Go into the entire world and preach
the Gospel to every creature.   "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.’ 
(NKJV) Acts 2:38 ‘Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ 
(NKJV)  Acts  8:  12 ‘But  when  they  believed  Philip  as  he  preached  the  things
concerning the Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus Christ, both men and women
were baptized.’ 
(NKJV) Acts 18: 8 – ‘Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord
with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were
baptized.’

THE ACT OF BAPTISM IN WATER DOES NOT SAVE!

We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
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(NKJV) Gal. 2: 16  -  ‘Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified
by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh
shall be justified.’ (Read: Rom. 10: 13  - John 3: 16  - Eph. 2: 8 – 9) 

A person is baptized to show that he is a Christian, not to make him one! Meaningful
baptism can only take place after the New Birth and that requires an encounter with
Jesus.

THE SIGNIFICANCE AND MEANING OF BAPTISM IN WATER

By baptism we actively and openly make a declaration of a number of facts:

 That we are OBEDIENT to Jesus Christ. 
(NKJV) Matt. 28: 19 – 20 – ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.’ 

 Baptism is not an optional extra, but a COMMAND! When a believer is baptized
in water he acts on Christ’s command and demonstrates his/her obedience and
love for the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(NKJV) John 14: 15 ‘… If you love Me, keep My commandments.’ We therefore
do it with joy!

 As born again believers we declare that we belong to Christ and that we
are dedicated to Christ. We also give God the Father the opportunity to
declare that we are His SONS (children)! 
(NKJV) Matt. 3: 13 – 17 ‘Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan
to be baptized by him.  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be
baptized by You, and are You coming to me?"   But Jesus answered and said to
him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness."
Then  he  allowed  Him.   When  He  had  been  baptized,  Jesus  came  up
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and
He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And
suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.’

 By baptism we demonstrate that henceforth we are living totally for Him.  
(NKJV) 2 Cor. 5: 14,15 ‘For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge
thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose
again.’  

We make the same pledge at a marriage service – the ring, like baptism, being
the outward symbol of our heart’s dedication. 

 That we identify ourselves with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.
(NKJV) Rom. 6: 3 – 4 ‘…  Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  Therefore we were
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buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life.’

Because of our union with Him, His death, burial and resurrection have become
ours.  That is, we have been raised with Him to newness of life, our old sinful
way of life having been put to death. 

 
By baptism we declare this to be so.  It is then a kind of funeral service: Into the
water; Death; Under the water; Burial; Out of the water; Resurrection.

What is keeping YOU from taking this important step as a born again believer,
who wants to walk in obedience?  
(NKJV) Acts 22: 16 – ‘… And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized,
and wash away your sins, calling on the Name of the Lord.'

6. THE BELIEVER’S INDISPENSABLE NEED TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE HOLY 
SPIRIT! 

(NKJV) John 16:7 ‘Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send 
Him to you.’

Firstly, it is of utmost importance to know that the Holy Spirit is a person, just like 
Jesus, who promised that He (the Father) would send Him.

Secondly, the Holy Spirit has been sent by the Father, to manifest the presence of 
Jesus, which means to cultivate a relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Thirdly, the Holy Spirit is sent to be our Helper, to extend the Kingdom of God here on 
earth by ‘doing the works of Jesus’.

The plan and purpose that Jesus had in His mind was a Church that would be born
(again) of the Spirit, filled (empowered to do the works of Jesus) with the Spirit, and
then formed     (the way we live His life here on earth) by the Spirit. 

When Jesus commissioned His children He also equipped them by pouring out the
Spirit  in  Acts 2:1-4 to  give  them power.  As the  Father  sent  Him so are  we sent,
therefore we require His anointing.  The word CHRISTIAN means ‘anointed one.’ 

To be anointed as a Christian and do the works of Jesus, you need THE BAPTISM IN
THE HOLY SPIRIT!

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, He appeared to His disciples and declared
that a new dispensation was about to take place.

(NKJV) Acts 1:4, 5 ‘…  And being assembled together with  them, He commanded
them  not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait  for the Promise of  the Father,
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“which,”  He said, “you have heard from Me;  5“for John truly baptized with water,  but
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’

The beginning of this new dispensation took place on the day of Pentecost!

(NKJV) Acts 2:1-4 ‘… When the Day of Pentecost had fully come; they were all with
one accord in one place. 2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3Then
there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and  one sat upon each of them.
4And  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and began to  speak  with  other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.’ 

Whenever Jesus spoke of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit or Promise of the Spirit, He did
so in the context of power. It is for this reason believers should avail themselves of this
power, to accomplish the task God has given to the church.  To bring the lost to Jesus,
heal the sick and oppressed and thereby establish His Kingdom!

When we receive the POWER of the Holy Spirit, it is for the following reasons:

 To be a WITNESS for Christ and to operate in the Gifts of the Spirit! 
In the baptism in the Holy Spirit there is the impartation of power and the one who
receives the empowerment of the Holy Spirit is equipped for service. 
(NKJV) Acts 1: 8 ‘But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’ 

 The other reason for empowering is WORSHIP. The highest service a disciple
can render to God is worship! This we cannot effectually and meaningfully do,
without the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.
(NKJV) John 4: 23, 24 ‘… But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true
worshipers will  worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking
such to worship Him. 24“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship
in spirit and truth.’ 

THE REQUIREMENTS TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT:

 Must be born again.
(NKJV) Acts 2: 38   ‘Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you
be baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ 

 Must recognize that Jesus is the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit. 
(NKJV) Matt. 3: 11  ‘I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He
who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to
carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’ (Read Mark 1: 8 - Luke 3:
16 - John 1: 33) 

 Must be thirsty 
(NKJV) John 7:37-39  ‘… On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.
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He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because
Jesus was not yet glorified.’

 Must be Obedient 
(NKJV) Acts 5: 32 ‘… And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.’

 Must be devoted.
(NKJV) 1 Cor. 6: 19 – 20 ‘Or do you not know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your
own?  For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God's.’ (Read Rom. 12: 1-2)  

 Must Receive by Faith 
(NKJV)  Gal.  3:  14 ‘…  that  the  blessing  of  Abraham might  come  upon  the
Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.’ 

 Must yield your tongue to the Holy Spirit.
(NKJV) Luke 11: 11-13 ‘… If a son asks for bread from any father among you,
will  he give him a stone? Or if  he asks for a fish, will  he give him a serpent
instead of a fish? 12“Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13“If
you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!’

It is most important to understand that in receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit,
that Jesus is the baptizer. In  Luke 11:11-13 Jesus explains that in asking the
Father for the Holy Spirit baptism, that He will give you only what you ask Him
for! He will not give you anything evil because He only gives good things! 

To understand how the first  disciples received the Holy Spirit  on the Day of
Pentecost  (Acts  2:1-4),  they  all  spoke in  other  tongues that  they could  not
understand. Speaking in other tongues was the evidence in the book of Acts,
that believers had received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

The  Apostle  Paul  explains  this  gift  of  other  tongues  as  a  prayer  language
between you and God alone (1 Cor. Chapter 14)! This gift edifies (builds up) the
believer when he/she prays in other tongues. When speaking in other tongues
the mind is unfruitful, which means that you are expressing yourself in the Spirit
as He enables you to. This does not mean that you do not have control of your
mind but are simply yielding your spirit to the Holy Spirit bypassing your mind. In
speaking in other tongues you still  need to express your self  in the spirit  by
forming the syllables and expressing yourself in your heavenly language.

This means that we need to yield the most unruly member of our body, our
tongue to the Holy Spirit for Him to control it.
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(NKJV) James 3:2-12 ‘… For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not
stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. Indeed,
we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole
body. Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce
winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires. Even
the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest a
little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set
among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of
nature; and it is set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and
creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. But no man can
tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our
God  and  Father,  and  with  it  we  curse  men,  who  have  been  made  in  the
similitude of God. Out of  the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My
brethren, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring send forth fresh water
and bitter from the same opening? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a
grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh.’

Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?” 

7. THE IMPORTANCE  AND POWER IN RELATING YOUR TESTIMONY!

The authority Jesus gave His disciples was to go and be His witnesses throughout
the world. Therefore this obligation to disciples stems from Christ’s command to His
disciples to be His witnesses.
(NKJV)  Matt.  28:18,  20 ‘…  And  Jesus  came  and  spoke  to  them,  saying,  “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’

When Jesus called His disciples they were not learned or prominent men in society,
but  ordinary  people  like  us,  with  one  purpose,  to  be  with  Him.  Here  was  an
announcement, then an appointment, an association and only then an assignment! 

(NKJV) Mark 3:13-15 ‘… And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those
He Himself wanted. And they came to Him. Then He appointed twelve, that they
might be with Him and that  He might send them out  to  preach,  and  to have
power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons.’

We all have been influenced and impacted to a greater or lesser degree by the 
testimonies we learned in God’s dealings with His people.

 Through the scriptures we are taught the importance of testimony.

(NKJV) Psa. 78:3-8 ‘… Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told
us.  4 We will not hide them from their children, Telling to the generation to come
the praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wonderful works that He has
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done.  5  For  He established a  testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel,
Which He commanded our fathers,  That  they should make them known to their
children;  6  That  the  generation  to  come might  know  them, The  children  who
would be born,  That   they may arise and declare    them   to their children  ,  7  That
they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God , But keep His
commandments;  8  And  may not be like their fathers,  A stubborn and rebellious
generation, A generation that did not set its heart aright,  And whose spirit was
not faithful to God.’

(NKJV) Revelation 19:10 ‘… And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me,
“See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren  who have
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.’

Our parents, grandparents and teachers related to us the stories of the Bible. 
(NKJV) Psalms 119:111 ‘Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage forever, For
they are the rejoicing of my heart.’

 Then there are our own encounters with God.

A Psalm of David when he was in the wilderness of Judah. Note the encounter David
had with God.
(NKJV) Psa. 63:1-8 ‘O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for
You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water. So I have
looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your
lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You. Thus I will bless You while I
live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and
fatness, And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. When I remember You on my
bed,  I  meditate  on  You  in  the  night  watches.  Because  You  have  been  my  help,
Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. My soul follows close behind You;
Your right hand upholds me.’

The above are all testimonies that train us to walk in a relationship with the Father. 

What is a testimony?  'It is a written or spoken record of anything God has done
in history.' It is HIS-STORY! Our stories are testimonies because they tell what God
has done in our time.

It is great to share a testimony of what the Lord did 20 years ago, but He is still working
today! That is why it is most significant to share what God has done recently in and
through our lives. The Father is looking for children that would release their inheritance
and discover testimonies in their lives as they minister His grace.

I love K. Wuest’s translation on  Acts 1:8 ‘But you shall receive power  of the kind
which God has and exerts after the Holy Spirit has come upon you. And you shall
be those who testify of what they have seen and experienced, My witnesses, both
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Samaria and to the end of the earth.’

Jesus emphasizes in this verse that what we receive is the power (His enablement) by
the Holy Spirit, to testify of what we have seen and experienced. This is the meeting
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you had with Jesus when you were born again. You only have a testimony when you
have encountered Jesus personally as your Saviour and Lord!

We are called to be His  witnesses, not His advocate to try and prove a case; or a
theologian to try to expound some theory that has not been tested; but His witness to
give an account of what you have seen and experienced. There is nothing so powerful,
meaningful and authentic, than to give a personal account of your experience. No one
can argue about what you have seen and experienced and the remarkable change in
your life.

It  is possible to neglect or minimize your testimony! Many people think they do not
have great testimonies like others. But every testimony came about as a result of the
great work Jesus did on the cross. A testimony says that Jesus is alive and still at work
today! Every time the Word is ministered there should be testimonies that flow from the
impact of the Word. 

Questions we need to ask ourselves: 

 When last have I shared my testimony of salvation, or healing, or deliverance
and His provision, with someone? 

 When last  have I  shared with  my parents,  children,  grandchildren,  family  or
friend that was in need of that testimony?

 What about person’s in my neighborhood?
 What about that stranger that crosses my path? Could it be that the Holy Spirit

brought that person across my path?

A testimony becomes the vehicle to transmit the works of God to others in need.

HOW TO SHARE YOUR TESTIMONY? 

A personal testimony consists of three parts, BEFORE; HOW; AFTER.
BEFORE you were saved. In this part of your testimony you need to give a bird’s eye
view of what you were like before you met Jesus. Do not go into detail of your sin, but
rather what things drove you to a place of desperation and hunger for the truth. 

HOW should be the bulk of your testimony about how you discovered that you could do
nothing in yourself to improve your standing before God? Focus on what led you to
your encounter with Jesus, and your understanding of what His finished work on the
cross meant to you. 

AFTER your personal encounter with the living and exalted Jesus give an account of
how your life changed. Explain how wonderful it is now to walk with Jesus and how you
enjoy your Bible and how meaningful the scriptures are to you.

Only then can you ask the question: “If  you had to die, where do you think you
would go?”

After the person has responded then ask this question: “When you die, and you get
to  heaven  and  God  asks  you  this  question:  Why  should  I  let  you  into  My
heaven?” How would you answer Him? 
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EXPLAINING TO SOMEONE HOW TO RECEIVE CHRIST:

1. It is always good to share your personal testimony as explained before! 

2. Always have a small pocket Bible close by!

3. An easy way to remember where to start from; you just need to remember the first
scripture to which you can turn and from that scripture mark as a chain reference
to  assist  using  the  correct  scriptures.  This  means  that  you  write  the  next
scripture to which you need to turn, next to the one you had to remember.

(NKJV) Romans 3:23 ‘… For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; …’
(next to this scripture write Romans 6:23)

(NKJV) Romans 6:23 ‘… For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life in Jesus Christ our Lord.’ (Next to this scripture write Ephesians 2:8-9)

(NKJV) Ephesians 2:8,9 ‘…For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast …’(Next
to this scripture write John 1:11-12)

(NKJV) John 1:11, 12 ‘… He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to
those who believe in His name: …’ (next to this scripture write 1 John 1:7-9)

(NKJV) 1 John 1:7-9  ‘…  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all
sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us  our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.’ (Next to this scripture write Revelation 3:20))

(NKJV) Revelation 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.’
(Next to this scripture write 1 John 5:11-12)

(NKJV) 1 John 5:11, 12 ‘…  And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the
Son of God does not have life.’ (Next to this scripture write Rom: 10:9-10)

(NKJV) Rom 10:9-10 ‘… that  if  you confess with  your  mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.’

Ask the person to pray the following prayer after you and to make it their own: “Father I
come to you in Jesus Name and confess that I am a sinner. I turn away from my sins to
You and ask You to forgive me my sins and cleanse me from all my sins by the blood
of Jesus. Lord Jesus I now invite You to come and live in my heart and make me your
child. Thank you Jesus that I am now a child of God.” 
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Most importantly: 

 Let  the  person  read  with  you  the  last  scripture  (Romans  10:9-10).  Then
encourage the person to share with someone this encounter of becoming a child
of God.

 Invite the person to come to church with you and offer to pick the person up.
Promise that you will sit with the person. Should the person during the service
respond to the appeal for salvation, go with the person for support and sit with,
whilst the counselor speak to the person. 

 It is also good to phone the person the next day to find out how the person is,
and if the person have any questions or need support in any way?

 If your church have a class for new believers take the person to the class to
enable the person to be established in their newfound relationship with Jesus.

 After the new believers classes take the person to the nearest ‘Home Group’ for
fellowship and encouragement.

8. RELEASING THE PRESENCE OF JESUS BY PRAYING FOR THE SICK

We live in a world of people struggling with pain, sickness and disease. It was to this
world that Jesus came and demonstrated His compassion and care by healing the sick
and all that were oppressed by the devil 

(NKJV) Matt 8:14-17 ‘Now when Jesus had come into Peter's house, He saw his wife's
mother lying sick with a fever. So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she
arose and served them. When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were
demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were
sick, that it  might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet,  saying: “He
Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses.’
(NKJV) Mark 16:17-18 Jesus said, ‘… And these signs will follow those who believe: In
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay
hands on the sick, and they will recover.’

Peter and James established this truth to encourage us today as disciples of Jesus to
make ourselves available to respond to our world with His healing balm. 

(NKJV) 1 Peter 2:24 ‘(Jesus) who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were
healed.’
(NKJV) James 5:14-15 ‘Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And
the prayer of faith will  save the sick, and the Lord will  raise him up. And if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven.’

The manifest presence of Jesus radiates from the Father. 

(NKJV) Heb. 1:3 ‘… who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of
His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself
purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, …’

27



(LB) ‘God’s Son shines out with God’s glory, and all that God’s Son is and does
marks him as God. He regulates the universe by the mighty power of his command.
He is the one who died to cleanse us and clear our record of all sin, and then sat down
in highest honor beside the great God of heaven.’

Our greatest treasure is God Himself and our greatest privilege is to manifest
Him. Declaring through His word and testimony, we release heaven’s resources, as
each story carries revelation of His nature and covenant with mankind.

Note the powerful and promising words of Jesus giving us authority and power just
before His ascension. This power and authority is to extend and fulfill His rule in our
world. Jesus has also sent us like His disciples after His ascension into our world, to
display His compassion, salvation, healing and deliverance.

(NKJV) Matt. 28:18-20 ‘… And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen.

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, it was for them to recognize that operating in
the Name of Jesus, they had the ability to pray for His kingdom and His will to be done
on earth, as it was in heaven. In other words they had to go into their world, and bring
the kingdom of heaven to earth. Thus establishing His kingdom on earth, by applying
the truth of heaven on earth.

(NKJV) Matt. 6:8-10 For your Father knows the things you have need of before you
ask Him. In this manner,  therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your
name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

When a person is struggling with some bondage, sickness or pain, you need to see this
as an opportunity for the Lord to manifest His power and presence to heal. This can
become an occasion for you to let people see God’s goodness and care. This can
serve as a chance for you to testify concerning the miracle power of God at work today
and in history. Because when we speak His truth, Jesus comes to confirm what we
have spoken.

This means that you need to become radical in your obedience. The truth is that we do
not need to understand what the Lord is saying in order to obey. Simply yield to the
Holy Spirit and flow in the truth of divine healing. Simply release His presence in your
day-to-day activities, for Jesus to perform His miracles. 

Do  not  get  stuck  in  the  specific  way  a  healing  took  place  a  previous  time.  The
approach, method or technique the Holy Spirit used is not necessary the way He will
work the next  time when you pray for the sick.  It  is  interesting to note how many
diverse ways that healing took place, which indicates that we need to follow the leading
of the Holy Spirit when praying for people. 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Firstly: Ask the person whether you can pray for them? Then ask them what is wrong
and how long they have had the infirmity?

Secondly: While they are telling you about their infirmity ask the Holy Spirit to show
you how to pray for the individual? Be aware of the Holy Spirit’s working throughout the
time to direct you. 

Thirdly: Share some healing scriptures and explain that the death of Jesus was also to
heal the sick!

Fourthly: Take the person’s hands and start to pray for the person by addressing the
sickness and the pain. Remember that we don’t ask the Lord to heal but act as His
representative here on earth,  by taking authority over the sickness in Jesus Name!
Remember that Jesus already paid the full price for our sicknesses and we are simply
acting on His promises. Pray fort His Kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth
as it is in heaven. In doing this you are causing heaven to invade the earth. There is no
sickness or pain in heaven!

Fifthly: Ask them to do something that they could not do before. For example, if you
prayed for their back, get them to do something they could not do before you prayed
for them. Or, if you prayed for a headache, let them move their head and then ask
them, ‘where is the headache now?’

Never  get  discouraged  when  there  seems  that  nothing  happened.  Encourage  the
person to continue to believe and to let you know when there is any change in their
condition. Remember you have brought the person under the authority of His Kingdom
and something will happen as a result. Sometimes nothing seems to happen, don’t let
this discourage you, just continue to pray for people’s needs. He is faithful!

9. IT IS IMPERATIVE TO BE PART OF A LOCAL CHURCH

Paul teaches us that once you are born again that you are baptized into the body of 
Christ, which is the local church, where we are members individually. This means that 
every believer must be in membership in a local church.

(NKJV) 1 Cor. 12: 13  -  ‘For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one 
Spirit.’ 
(NKJV) 1 Cor. 12:27 ‘… Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.’ 

The Psalmist encourages us to be planted in the house of the Lord, which will cause 
the believer to, flourish, be fruitful and fresh.
(NKJV) Psa. 92:12-14 ‘The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree; He shall grow like 
a cedar in Lebanon. Those who are planted in the house of the Lord Shall flourish in 
the courts of our God. They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh and 
flourishing, …’
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As we have seen, the Body of Christ is the local church and the vehicle that God uses
for Christians to grow into their destiny and purpose.  It is therefore important to be
committed and active members in a local church.

1. THERE SHOULD NOT BE INDEPENDENT CHRISTIANS!

There are many born again Christians who are not committed to a local church. This
leads to becoming independent, affecting their growth and God ordained protection!
Independence always leads to error and a lack of growth in character. 

However we are not to become co-dependent, but inter-dependent upon one another
as Christians. As Christians we need our fellow believers for encouragement, support
and growth. The work of the Holy Spirit is to put you into the local church (the baptism
into the Body of Christ). Christians who do not have a spiritual home live meaningless
lives. Every Christian must be under a covering and authority.  

(NKJV) Heb. 13: 17 – ‘Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and
not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.’
Notice the “one another” interaction in the following scriptures: (NKJV) Eph. 4: 2 – ‘…
with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love
…’ (All these scriptures are from the NKJV) Eph. 4: 25; Eph 4: 32; Eph. 5: 19; Eph. 5:
21; Col. 3: 9; Col. 3: 13; Col. 3: 16  

2. THE IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH LIFE FOR CHRISTIANS

 We must not neglect to gather together in our local church.  
(NKJV) Heb. 10: 24 – 25  -  ‘… And let us consider one another in order to stir
up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you
see the Day approaching.’ (NLT) 24 ‘… Think of ways to encourage one another
to outbursts of love and good deeds.’

 The local church is where Christians are nurtured!   
(NKJV) Acts 2: 42 ‘… And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.’

 At our local church we learn the principle of giving!  
(NKJV) 2 Cor. 8: 1 – 4 ‘Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of
God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia:  that in a great trial of affliction
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their
liberality.  For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their
ability, they were freely willing, imploring us with much urgency that we would
receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.’ (Read 2 Cor.
9: 6, 7)  

 To  be  committed  to  the  local  church  we  learn  to,  rely  on  and  to  be
interdependent on other believers.  
(NKJV) Eph. 4: 15 – 16 ‘… but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all
things into Him who is the head--Christ--   from whom the whole body, joined
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and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working
by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of
itself in love.’

 The local church is a place where we learn the disciplines of Christian life
and develop in character.      
(NKJV) 2 Tim. 4: 1 – 2 ‘I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His Kingdom:
Preach the Word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke,
exhort; with all longsuffering and teaching.’

 The local Church is the place where Christians commit themselves to be
witnesses, win the lost and link them to the local Church.  
(NKJV) Matt  28:19,  20 ‘Go therefore and make disciples of  all  the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen

3. THE INCREDIBLE DESTINY OF CHRISTIANS

The role of  the local church is to keep members prepared and steadfast for  the
return of Jesus. 

(NKJV) Eph. 5: 27 ‘… that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without
blemish.’ 
(NKJV) Heb. 12: 23 ‘…to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,
…’ 

10.THE INVALUABLE NECESSITY OF BELIEVERS GIVING TO THE LOCAL 
CHURCH!

One of the things that people are sensitive about is ‘money;’ because of its abuses or
some other  irrelevant  matters.  That  is  why  we  need  to  understand  the  invaluable
necessity for believers giving of their substance. However, money matters, because
without it you will not be able to live and pay for the needs that surround you! This
mindset has led to ignorance, misunderstanding and confusion regarding giving to the
local church!

Most  people  have  grown  up  with  a  religious  mindset,  in  which  money  was  often
referred to as ‘filthy lucre,’ which is not the true biblical view. In contemporary culture,
money plays a large role in all of our lives. This means that this important part of our
lives needs to come under God’s control. 

Now that Jesus is Lord of your life you also need to put Him in charge of your finances
and bring them in line with the scriptures.

THE PATTERN OF GIVING
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The pattern of  tithing started with Abraham in Genesis 14, long before the Law of
Moses was given and continued in the New Testament.

(NKJV) Gen 14:18-20 ‘… Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be
Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most
High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all.’ 

Abraham is presented in the New Testament as a father of the faith and a pattern to all
subsequent believers.

(NKJV) Rom. 4:11-12 ‘… So then he (Abraham) is the father of all who believe … And
received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had
while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though
they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, and the
father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk
in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.’

As Abraham’s children we must walk in his steps of faith and grace.

(NKJV) Romans 4:16 ‘Therefore (in order for us to be his children) it is of faith that it
might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only
to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all …’

Paul  exhorts  the Ephesian believers in  the words of  Jesus in  Acts 20:35 ‘… And
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’ 

PRACTICALLY, WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

The  pattern  from  the  scriptures  provides  clarity  that  giving  starts  first  in  giving  of
ourselves, and then in giving of tithes and offerings. Tithing is giving ten percent of your
gross income to the work of God through the local Church.

(NKJV) 2 Corinthians 8:5 ‘… And not  only  as we had hoped,  but  they first  gave
themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.’
(NKJV) Malachi 3:10 ‘Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food
in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you
the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room
enough to receive it.’

It is interesting to note that the scriptures encourage us to BRING your ten percent to
the storehouse, which means the local church. To bring your tithes and offering is to
take a step of faith in demonstrating your generosity and that ten percent belongs to
the Lord and 90 percent to you. 

The local church is your storehouse and the place where you get fed spiritually and
where you are shepherded. 
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TITHING IS FOR PROTECTION.

(NKJV) Malachi 3:8-10 ‘Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say,
‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a
curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into the
storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the
Lord of hosts, “If  I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you
such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.’

OFFERINGS ARE FOR PROVISION TO PROSPER.

In the Bible, offerings refer to additional free will giving.

(NKJV) Malachi 3:11-12  ‘… And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he
will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the
field,” Says the Lord of hosts; “And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a
delightful land, ”Says the Lord of hosts.’

When we give of our substance we are putting God first, and are committed to His view
of money!

(NKJV) Matthew 6:33 ‘… But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added to you.’

A personal testimony of the writer is that he has been tithing for 56 years! He has found
that it is an invaluable grace to give and has proved God’s faithfulness throughout his
life in protection, provision and prosperity. He and his wife have proved the following
scripture to be true.

(NKJV)  2  Cor.  8:2-7 The Macedonian believers  giving:  ‘… that  in  a  great  trial  of
affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of
their liberality. For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their
ability, they were freely willing, imploring us with much urgency that we would receive
the gift  and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And not only as we had
hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God. So
we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this grace in you as
well.  But  as  you  abound  in  everything—in  faith,  in  speech,  in  knowledge,  in  all
diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also.   

NKJV) 2 Cor. 9:6-8 ‘… But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully will  also reap bountifully.  So let  each one give as he
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all  grace abound toward you, that you, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.’    

Why not test the Lord in this, Malachi 3:10, (NKJV) ‘… try Me now in this,” Says the 
Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you 
such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.’

These 10 basic truths will motivate and inspire every child of God to, ‘KEEP A GRIP
ON GOD’S GRACE!’
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